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INTERNATIONAL 


DEVELOPMENT OF REVOLUTIONARY DEMOCRACY DESCRIBED 


Moscow RABOCHIY KLASS I SOVREMENNYY MIR in Russian No 6, 1979 signed to 
press 6 Jul 79 pp 68-79 


[Article by A. S. Kaufman: "The Modern Revolutionary Democracy and 
National-Liberation Revolutions" ] 


[Text] Revolutionary democracy developed as a social and political move- 
ment during the period of intensification of the contemporary national- 
liberation revolutions. when the revolutionary democratic forces of the 
liberated nations turned to socialist principles in their quest for ways 
to accomplish eminent svcioecoromic and political tasks, at a time when 
the crisis of various bourgeois theories of development had intensified 
and the influence of modern socialism's practical a»plication had grown. 





The development of revolw’ onary democracy as a guicing political force 
should be regarded as reflecting a certain stage of development of the 
.istorical process in the liberated nations, at a time when numerous 
intermediate, petty bourgeois strata, urban and rural, are becoming 
politically active. This is why revolutionary democracy and its role in 
the national-liberation revolutions, in the historical context, should be 
considered in close connection with the growing role of these groups. 


When discussing revolutionary democracy it is our opinion that one should 
consider, first of all, the definitive importance of socioeconomic rela- 
tions and the mechanism by which they influence the ideological super- 
structure; secondly, the historical actuality of revolutionary democracy 
and its relationship to previous social thinking; and thirdly, the fact 
that the revolutionary-democratic socialist concept is the clhsest of all 
the nonproletarian theories of socialism to scientific socialism in its 
social and political essence. 


Proper consideration of these “ictors makes it possible to understand the 
real historical possibilities of revolutionary democracy and to appraise 
its theoretical and practical aspects more accurately and more thoroughly. 








V. I. Lenin, as we recall, attached great importance to the revolutionary 
democracy of the past, while at the same time pointing out its social 
inconsistency and its contradictory nature and revealed the petty bourgeois 
inconsistency of its ideology and the erroneousness of its views on the 
peasantry as the main political force in the social movement./ Lenin's 
appraisal of the revolutionary-democratic uovement helps us properly to 
understand this social phenomenon today. 


The revolutionary democracy in the socialist-oriented nations have not 
only published program documents of great socioeconomic and political 
importance but have also overcome difficulties to achieve considerable 
success in their reaiization. The structural economic and political 
reforms being carried out by revolutionary-democratic regimes are pro- 
ducing changes in the social structure of society and beginning to threaten 
capitalist relations, especially in those ‘nations in which a consistent 
socialist-oriented is being pursued. These changes account for the 
growing class struggle in those nations. A class struggle is being waged 
around the very policy of socialist orientation and the anti-imperialist, 
antifeudal and anticapitalist movement. 


The activity of the revolutionary democracy and the experience already 
acquired in this area have made it possible for us conditivunally to 
identify certain general trends in revolutionary-democratic practices, 
which, of course, are not static. In the social and economic area, we 
find the following trends: consistent restriction and, in some cases, 
elimination of the positions of foreign monopolistic capital in the 
national economy; reduction of national capital's sphere of artivity and 
the establishment of state control over it; the creation cf a democratic 
state sector and its gradual transformation inte a key economic structure; 
implementation of agrarian reforms for purposes of eliminating the 
situation in which peasants own no land or have too little; unification 
of small commodity producers and the creation of various types of 
cooperatives; and the conduct of extensive social measures to benefit 
the workers. 


In the political area, these include the restriction or total elimination 
of political domination by the large bourgeoisie and landowners; the 
creation and reinforcement of revolutionary-democratic power, which has 
developed into a revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the people in 

a number of socialist-oriented nations; the development of various forms 
of political organization of the masses and the creation of democratic 
institutions, including a revolutionary-democratic party uniting members 
of the laboring segments of the people; gradual involvement of the masses 
and their organizations in the resolution of economic and political issues; 
the creation of a national armed forces to defend the revolution's con- 
quests against encroachments by internal reaction and outside imperialist 
forces; a course toward close friendship and cooperation with the Soviet 
Union and other socialist nations, without which it is impossible to 











maintain the socialist orientation; the establishment cf political ties 
between the revolutionary-democratic parties and the CPSU and the world 
communist movement. 


In the ideological area, these include the following trends: the cogni- 
zant adoption of a number of principles of scientific xocialism by the 
revolutionary-democratic leadership; the dissemination of socialist 
concepts among the broad masses of workers; the training of political and 
ideological cadres in a spirit of socialist principles; the creation cf 
new ideological and cultural institutions to fill the requirements made 
by the socialist-oriented course; and a campaign against various forms of 
bourgeois ideology and the heritage from colonialism in ideological and 
cult:iral life. 


“he sum total of these main trends in the revolutionary democracy‘s 
activity, strictly speaking, comprise the essence and the substance of 
the revolution's national-democratic phase in states with a socialist 
orientation. The prospects for a transition to socialism in these 
nations are closely linked to the systematic accomplishment of the tasks 
involved in a national-democratic revolution within the framework of the 
above trends occurring in the historically transitional period of 
socialist orientation. It is this social process which occurs under 

the leadership of the revolutionary democracy, although in various ways, 
in the different socialist-oriented states. The practical activities 

of the revolutionary democracy themselves, then, demonstrate its 
historically progressive role it the national-liberation revolution. 


The revolutionary-democratic programs and the revolutionary democracy'‘s 
activities, which find understanding and active support in nations of 

che socialist commonwealth, are taking on new historical meaning in our 
era. Naturally, the dev lopment of nations following a socialist-—oriented 
path is not a brief or w deviating process, but will in all likelihood 
continue for a long time. Failures and individual defeats, however, can- 
not halt the general process of development of national-democratic revolu- 
tions, which has great revolutionary prospects due to the extremely 
favorable internal and international conditions which have developed at 
the contemporary stage in the history of man. K. N. Brutents is abso- 
lutely correct in stating that the socialist orientation “is not something 
superficial or accidental: It emerges in the thick of the peoples’ 
national-liberation struggle, is born of the logic underlying the develop- 
ment of that struggle and is reproduced again and again despite all 
difficulties and sometimes, temporary defeats."2 


Revolutionary-democratic practices, which are becoming more and more wide- 
spread in the nations of Asia and Africa, reflect in their most general 
form the complex and conflicting but historically inevitable process of 
transition by the peasant and urban (petty bourgeois) masses to positions 
espoused by the anticapitalist struggle. This transition may take a long 





time, since the revolutionary processes in socialist-oriented nations are 
taking place not under proletarian but revolutionary-democratic leadership. 
This, of course, inevitably prolongs the national-democratic phase of the 
revolution. It will be reduced, however, as the political positions of 

the proletariat become stronger. 


The revolutionary democracy must be considered within the total dialectical 
aggregate of its peculiar conflicting features. The modern revolutionary 
Gemocracy originates in a broad political current, which V. I. Lenin 
described as a petty bourgeois democracy reflecting the interests of the 
peasantry, the petty bourgeois and the intelligentsia, which V. I. Lenin 
included in the nonproletarian segments of society. In other words, it 
has a specific social source and therefore has specific inherent features 
directly or indirectly reflected in its social behavior. The revolution- 
ary democracy‘s social contradictoriness is the main cause of its incon- 
sistency, especially in complex rolitical situations, when stepped-up 
pressure is applied by internal and external reactionary forces. Its 
fluctuations are not limited by the selection of any certain path for 
realizing the program of socialist orientation. In certain cases, the 
program may be rejected altogether, and society has known such cases. In 
other words, when we speak of the progressive essence of the theory and 
practice of revolutionary democracy, we must not lose sight of its incon- 
sistency and contradictions. 


We are not simply referring to contradictions in the views held by revolu- 
tionary-democratic ideologists with respect to their nation's present and 
future but of a direct or indirect reflection of complex processes and 
historical traditions characteristic of the society's life itself, of a 
sort of mirror of those conditions under which the different classes in 
the socialist-oriented nations function. Such phenomena and processes 
produce a certain instability in the revolutionary democracy's practical 
activities. 


As a social phenomenon, the revolutionary democracy does not stand still, 
naturally, but develops along with all its inherent contradictions. We 
have adequate practical experience to know that the revolutionary 
democracy's evolution is a complex, contradictory and lengthy process. 

A differentiation produced by class, internal and external factors is 
presently occurring in its ranks and is assuming considerable scope. 
Political processes are occurring in its ranks as the national-democratic 
revolution intensifies and the class struggle progresses, leading to 
division. These processes are reflected in the formation of a number 

of main trends within the contemporary revolutionary democracy: in the 
first place, a sufficiently stable left wing of the revolutionary democ- 
racy, distinguished by its more consistent revolutionary theory and 
practice; and secondly, an unstable center, a revolutionary democracy 
burdened by petty bourgeois limitations and nationalistic aspirations and 
not prepared to take up the positions of the class struggle and move 














toward scientific communism. This still predominant segment of the 
revolutionary democracy includes various groups. Finally, in the third 
place, there is a right wing, the least stable segment of the revolu- 
tionary democracy, which is susceptible to especially dangerous influence 
by reaction and external imperialist forces. Defeats on the course of 
socialist orientation have occurred precisely in this wing. 


The modern revolutionary democracy, then, is not homogeneous and bears a 
diverse sociopolitical burden in the nations with a socialist orientation. 
It is precisely this factor which accounts for the differences in its 

role in the social progress of liberated nations. 


Program documents of the revolutionary democracy in a number of nations in 
Asia and Africa are based to a great extent upon Marxist-Leninist princi- 
ples. Let us look at some examples. 


An important political document in the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen (NDRY) is the program adopted in October 1975 at a unifying congress 
of three of the nation's political organizations: the National Front 
Political Organization, the National Democratic Alliance and the Popular 
Avant-Garde Party. It created the United National Front Political Organi- 
zation (OPONF). The program proclaimed scientific socialism as the 
theoretical and political foundation for the front's practical work and 
the working class, the directing force in the Yemeni national-democratic 
revolution. 


A constituent congress of the OPONF on 11-12 October 1978 created the 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) and approved the program, the charter and 

the second five-year development plan for the period 1979-1983, documents 
which describe the tasks involved in further developing the revolutionary 
process in the nation. The program states that the Yemeni Socialist 

Party is attempting to complete the phase of national-democratic reform 
and to begin building socialism, relying upon the theory of scientific 
socialism and experience acquired in building socialism, primarily in the 
Soviet Union, while applying and added to its own revolutionary experience. 
Foreign policy, the document states, is aimed at expanding and intensifying 
all-round cooperation with the socialist nations, building up inter- 
national ties with the world workers’ and communist movement, and strength- 
ening tieg with the peoples’ struggle for n-tional liberation and social 
progress. 


In its greeting to the first Congress of the Yemeni Socialist Party, the 
CPSU Central Committee stated: “Your congress will] go down in the history 
of Yemen as an outstanding event representing the determination of the 
South Yemeni people and their revolutionary avant-garde to build a new 
society in accordance with the socialist selection they have made, a 
society free of man's exploitation by man. "© 





Creation of the Yemeni Socialist Party marks an important success for the 
nation's revolutionary forces and an important stage in the continuing 
extension of the revolutionary reforms. ‘Abd al-Fatah Isma'il, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Yemeni Socialist Party, speaking 
at a press conference in Aden at the end of the congress, noted the 
extreme importance of the party’s creation in the history and life of 

the Yemeni pecple and stressed the fact that the first party congress had 
defined the tasks involved in the new stage of the national-democratic 
revolution. 


At the first MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] Congress 
held in December 1977 in the Peop. "s Republic of Angola, a decision was 
adopted to transform the MPLA into the Labor Party, and the party program 
was approved. Stressing the fact that the working class will have the 
leading role in the party, the program states that the party will develop 
ties with the world revolutionary movement, first of all with the Marxist- 
Leninist parties of nations in the socialist commonwealth, and intends to 
follow the principles of proletarian internationalism firmly and undevi- 
atingly.® The congress adopted the party charter and established the 
"Main Trends in the Social and Economic Development of the People's 
Republic of Angola for the Period 1976-1980." The latter states: “The 
main strategic task of the present period is to strengthen political 
independence and achieve real economic independence and to create the 
materials and equipment base for the transition to socialism through 
planned development."9 In his report at the congress, A. Neto, chairman 
of the MPLA and elected chairman of the Labor Party, noted that in order 
to achieve the goal of socialism it would be necessary to create an 
avant-garde of the working class, which, guided by the theory of Marxism- 
Leninism, would become the directing force of the Angolan state and its 
society. The working class allied with the peasantry and the revolu- 
tionary intelligentsia, he stressed, would create a revolutionary- 
democratic dictatorship in this stage, directed against internal and 
external reaction, while creating the conditions for establishing a 
dictatorship of the proletariat in the stage of building socialism, 10 


At the third FRELIMO [Mozambique Liberation Front] Congress held in 
February 1977 in the People's Republic of Mozambique, this organization 
was transformed into a workers’ and peasants’ party, while retaining the 
name Mozambique Liberation Front. The program for the FRELIMO workers’ 
and peasants’ party, which was adopted at the congress, states that it 

is guided by the principles of Marxism-Leninism and sets itself the goal 
of building socialism in Mozambique. The party program states that the 
far-reaching social and economic reforms under way in the nation are aimed 
at creating the materials and equipment base for socialism. Among its 
main foreign policy lines the party focuses attention upon che necessity 
of thoroughly developing relations of friendship, mutual assistance and 
cooperation with the socialist nations. Speaking at the congress of the 
FRELIMO workers’ and peasants’ party, Mozambique President Samora Machel, 
chairman of the party central committee, stressed the fact that the party, 








which has taken Marxist-Leninist doctrine as its ideological basis, had 
arrived at Marxism-Leninism in the course of the long anti-imperialist 
struggle by carefully studying the experience of Marxist-Leninist parties 
in the socialist nations. 


In its letter of congratulations to Samora Machel on the occasion of the 
successful conclusion of the third FRELIMO Congress, the CPSU Centrai 
Committee stated: “The decision made at the third congress to creat’ 

an avant-garde party of the workers guided by the principles of scientific 
socialism is of great importance for your homeland's qyccessful advance- 
ment along the path of national and social progress." 1 


Far-reaching changes are occurring in the political views of revolutionary 
democrats in the People's Republic of Benin (formerly Dahomey). A 

fundamental turn in the social and political development of the People's 

Republic of Benin was begun in October 1972, when a revolutionary- 

democratic group of military men led by Colonel Mathieu Kerekou assumed 

power. The Benin Popular Revolution Party (PNRB) was created in i 
November 1975. P 


The first PNRB Congress, held in Cotonou from 15 to 17 May 1976, adopted 
the “Declaration of the Party's General Line™ and of the stages of the 
genin revolution. This declaration is a document of great social and 
ideological and »olitical significance for the nation. The PNRB, the 
declaration states, was created as a party of the working class and the 
laboring peasantry on an ideological foundation of Marxism-Leninism. The 
document discusses the main patterns of the historical process from 
Marxist-Leninist standpoints. The working class, the peasantry, the 
middle segments of the urban population and the revolutionary intelli- 
gentsia are named as the main forces behind the Benin revolution. 


The first PNRB Congress held in mid-August 1977, discussed wiiys and means 
of further developing the nation's revolutionary process and of implement- 
ing the new constituticn, which specifies that “all political, economic 
and social activity in the People’s Republic of Benin is rerformed under 
the direct leadership of the Popular Revolution Party of Benin, the 
directing nucleus of the Benin people and their revolution. "12 Speaking 
at tne end of December 1978 at an international seminar devoted to the 
role of philosophy in the development of the sciences in Africa, 

M. Kerekou stated that “only Marxist-Leninist doctrine can open up the 
way to real liberation."13 


Following the overthrow of the feudal monarchy in Ethiopia in 
September 1974, power was assumed by a revolutionary-democratic 
group of military men and civilians, embodied in the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council (VVAS) headed by H. S. Mariam. 








The Program of the National Democratic Revolution in Ethiopia adopted by 
the VVAS is the main document defining zoals and tasks for the nation's 
development. This program document of he Ethiopian revolutionary 
democracy stresses the fact that the main objective of the revolution, 
which is directed by the doctrine of scientific socialism, is to eliminate 
feudalism, imperialism and capitalism and to create a solid foundition 
for the subsequent transition to socialism. In order to achieve these 
goals, the document states, the struggle must be conducted under the 
leadership of the working class in alliance with the peasantry, the petty 
bourgeois and other antifeudal and antimilitaristic forces. For this 
purpose, the program includes the task of creating a party of the working 
class, a party guided in its work by the theory of Marxism-Leninisn. 


The Program of the National Democratic Revolution, which is being 
implemented under difficult domestic and foreign policy conditions, 
evoked a profound response among the broad popular masses, which are 
giving the revolutionary-democratic regime their all-round support, 
because of the program is in keeping with their basic vital interests. 
The force and scope of the Ethiopian revolution is provided by the active 
participation of millions of workers freed of centuries of oppression by 
the monarchy. 


A center has been established for the creation of a workers‘ party in 
the nation under the leadership of H. M. Mariam. A declaration adopted 
by participants in a seminar for political workers of the armed forces 
states that the creation of a workers’ party based on Marxist-Leninist 
doctrine is a crucial factor for consolidating the political, economic, 
social and military victories achieved in the Ethiopian revolution and 
for gaining victories. The declaration states that vigorous action on 
the part of such mass organizations of workers as the All-Ethiopian 
Federation of Trade Unions, the All-Ethiopian Peasants" Association and 
the Ascociation of Urban Residents is highly important in this respect. 
It stresses the fact that “proletarian internationalism is a component of 
Ethiopia's foreigr pclicy, which it implement: on a practical leve1."15 


The socialist-oriented course in the group of nations we have mentioned 

is based in great part on principles contained in Marxist-Leninist 

theory and is carried out in successive steps. The fact that these 
nations are devoting a great deal of attention to expanding the study 

of the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism and to the theoretical training of 
all levels of state and party cadres in this area is very important. 


Practical application in society is naturally the main criterion for 
determining the importance of program documents and declarations, and it 
demonstrates the fact that the progressive segment of the contemporary 
revolutionary democracy is following the stated course in its practial 
work. The nations indicated are devoting ever-increasing attention to 
matters of socioeconomic, state and party organizational development. The 











range of social reforms is being systematically expanded. The state 
functions as an active factor in the economic organization of society, 
national unification and the organization and indoctrination of the 
masses in a spirit of struggle for the socialist goal. The principles 
underlying the revolutionary-democratic foreign and domestic policy are 
being reinforced. A thorough understanding of the historical importance 
of broad and all-round cooperation with the Soviet Union and the socialist 
commonwealth is an integral part of the world-outlook of the progressive 
revolutionary democracy in nations with a socialist orientation. Coopera- 
tion between these nations and the socialist commonwealth is taking on a 
qualitatively new essence on this basis. Friendly relations with the 
socialist nations are of fundamental importance for states with a 
socialist orientation, they are a national necessity and serve the cause 
of building a new life free of all forms of exploitation. 


The practical work being performed by the revolutionary democracy in those 
nations, both in the restructuring of the economy and social relations 

and in the creation of political institutions, is intensifying the pro- 
cess of uniting the broad masses of workers in the goals and tasks of the 
national-democratic revolution, expanding its sccial base and strengthening 
revolutionary-democratic power. Revolutionary democracy in these nations 
has great social potentials ani prospects. The experience of these states 
has shown that in the modern era, when world socialism has become a 
determining sccial force in waa's development, even at first a small 
revolutionary-democratic party in an economically and politically back- 
ward nation, a party attempting to master Marxism-Leninism as a science, 
can successfully direct the struggle for social progress and for the 
socialist goal. Furthermore, objective and subjective possibilities 

are created in the social process in those nations for turning revolu- 
tionary-demorratic parties into Marxist-Leninist parties. 


The next group of nations, in which the important process of building up 
the social essence of the revolutionary-democratic concepts of socialism 
is under way, include, for example, such nations as the Democratic and 
Popular Republic of Algeria (ANDR) and the Democratic Republic of 
Madagascar. 


The revolutionary democracy of the Popular and Democratic Republic of 
Algeria continues to develop along a progressive line, a process which 

can be traced through such important program documents as the Tripoli 
Program of 1°62, the Algerian Chartei’ of 1964, the Proclamation of the 
National Liberation Front of 19 June 1965, the Agrarian Revolution Charter 
of 1971, the National Charter of 27 June 1976 and the Constitution of 1976. 
The two latter documents, which officially state the socialist orienta- 
tion for the nation's development, are especially important. 


The National Charter of i976 states that the present achievements and the 
measures under way are changing the Algerian society, moving it toward 
socialism. Pointing out that "socialism provides a clear answer to the 





problems of our time," the Charter declares: “Socialism in Algeria is an 
irreversible process."* The Charter states that “socialism in Algeria is 
not a random process, not = system brought in from the outside... but a 
vital process with roots in the struggle for national liberation and 
closely linked with the reviving nation and with its development."17 On 
the whole, the National Charter of the Popular and Democratic Republic of 
Algeria, which is influenced by the principles of scientific socialism in 
many fundamental areas, is an outstanding achievement of social and 
political thought for modem day Algeria. The successes achieved by 
Algeria during its years of independence, as well as its accomplishment 

of the tasks proclaimed in the Charter, are helping to create the 
possibilities for the nation's transition to the building of socialism. 
“The National Charter, which has proclaimed a socialist path of develop- 
ment," writes the Algerian magazine AL'-DZHEYSHA, “remains Algeria‘s basic 
political guide."18 


During a formal ceremony on 10 February 1979, at which Bendjedid Chadli, 
, resident-elect of the Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria and 
general secretary of the Algerian National Liberation Front Party, took 
the oath of office, he stressed the irreversible nature of Algeria's 
election of socialism. 


Important revolutionary processes are occurring in the ranks of the 
revolutionary democracy in Madagascar, where a government which has led 
the nation along a path of progressive reforms came to power in 1972. 


In 1975 the nation's highest body, the Supreme Revolutionary Council (VRS) 
headed by President D. Ratsiraka worked out the Charter of the Malagasy 
Socialist Revolution and the Constitution of the Democratic Republic of 
Madagascar, which rejected capitalism as a form of social development and 
proclaimed the socialist-oriented course to ve the only possible route of 
advancement. The Supreme Revolutionary council, which stated in the 
Charter that the “tasks proclaimed by us sn 16 June 1975 for building 
socialism are a result of the entire preceding struggle for national 
liberation," declared: "A socialist revolution is our only possible way 
of achieving rapid economic, social, human and harmonious development. 
Our entire policy should be directed toward creation of the base and the 
conditions for building socialism. "29 


The present stage of the revolution i: defined as the national-democratic 
stage in the Charter. President of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar 
D. Ratsiraka stated in one of his addresses that Madagascar has entered 
the stage of national-democratic revolution, during which the foundation 
is being laid for a socialist society. 


The Democratic Committee to Support the Charter of the Malagasy Socialist 


Revolution (KDRSN) has been created in the nation. It is presently the 
nation's mass patriotic organization. 


10 











The far-reaching social and economic reforms being carried out by the 
nation's government are meeting witi broad support among the popular 
masses. The National Front for the Defense of the Revolution (NFZR) is 
the immediate political base of revolutionary-democratic power. This 
front, formed at the end of December 1976, unites a number of leading 
progressive organizations: the “Socialist Revolution Avant-Garde" (AREMA) 
party, the National Movement for the Independence of Madagascar (MONIMA), 
the Congress Party for Madagascar's Independence (AKFM) and the "Bundzi™ 
party. The front stated in a joint declaration that "the election of a 
path of socialist development for the nation is in keeping with the 
desires of the broad popular masses, which for many years have engaged in 
a determined struggle for the independence of their homeland." 





There is a small group of socialist-oriented states with functioning 
communist parties, which have a great deal of experience in the political 
movement and which have influence in the working class and among the 
laborers. This group includes Syria and Iraq. 


The ruling parties in those nations, the Arab Socialist Restoration Parties 
(BAAS), have adopted a number of important program documents basically 
focusing upon the socialist-oriented course. Syria and Iraq have 

achieved large successes on this course through the efforts of the working 
masses: The economic positions of foreign oil monopolies have been 

totally eliminated, a strong state sector has been created and economic 
independence has been strengthened as a result, the extent of exploita- 
tion by large landowners has been reduced considerably, a number of social 
issues have been resolved in the interest of the workers, and so forth. 


Complex and conflicting processes have recently been occurring in Iraq's 
ruling party. From all indications, they involve an intensification of 

nationalistic trends, which is inevitably affecting the entire sphere of 
cooperation between the communists and the revolutionary democrats. 


The communist parties in those nations are engaged in a struggle to 
achieve broad unity of the working class, all laborers and democratic 
forces. We recall with respect to this that the Declaration issued at 
the December 1978 conference of communist and workers’ parties of Arab 
nations unfortunately demonstrated the existence in many cases of negative 
developments in relations between the members of the national fronts, 
which is producing a dangerous split in the ranks of the patriotic forces 
and diverting them from the struggle against the real enemy. The acts of 
repression against the communist party in Iraq, the Declaration goes on 
to say, are a practical example of this. These acts of repression cannot 
help strengthen the atmosphere of trust and cooperation among forces 
engaged in the joint struggle against their dangerous common enemy. 
Progressive and patriotic forces, the Declaration stresses, must do 
everything possible to strengthen their unity and to build up the effort 
to counteract imperialism's activities aimed at regaining the positions 
it has lost.2 
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Despite the difficulties encountered, difficulties which cannot be ignored, 
the concept and practice of cooperation between communists and revolu- 
tionary democrats have good prospects. Practical social reality itself 

in those nations is advancing this new form of uniting the masses, which 

is of fundamental importance for a successful struggle by progressive 
revolutionary forces. 


Then, there is the group of socialist-oriented states, which includes 
Burma, Tanzania, Guinea and other nations in which revolutionary- 
democratic regimes are conducting social and economic reforms deeply 
affecting the economic foundation of the society. The creation of new 
political institutions in those nations is still in the initial stage 

and lags to a certain degree behind the rate of economic change. Nonethe- 
less, the importance of the successes achieved in those nations following 
a socialist-oriented path cannot be overstated. 


Marxism-Leninism proceeds from the premise that the crossing over to 
socialism's side by broad masses of workers existing in a petty bourgeois 
situation requires a long time. This transition will not occur simply 
because the masses read books on Marxist-Leninist theory, but in the 
course of a class struggle. V. I. Lenin stated that "it would be the 
greatest and the worst possible error which a Marxist can commit to 
believe that many millions of the popular masses (specially the peasants 
and tradesmen) are condemned by the entire contemporary society to dark- 
ness, ignorance and prejudice and that they can only escape from this 
ignorance by following a direct path purely of Marxist enlightenment."24 


The transition by the progressive segment of the revolutionary democracy 
from an understanding of the individual tactical slogans and principles 
vf socialism to cognitive adoption of all the integral parts of this 
doctrine——-philosophy, scientific communism and political economy—is 
occurring under adverse conditions. It involves deeply-rooted internal 
conflicts, the uprooting of many old concepts and the rejection by the 
revolutionary democrats of long-standing misconceptions and patriarchal 
traditions. 


In the modern era, however, there are important factors stimulating the 
development of this historical process. These include, first of all, 
intensification of the class struggle and the influence of practical 
revolutionary experience itself, the activity of the communist parties, 
including those in the developing nations, the assimilation of Marxist- 
Leninist doctrine by progressive members of the revolutionary democracy, 
the political ties between the ruling communist parties in the socialist 
nations and communist parties of the capitalist nations and the revolu- 
tionary~democratic parties and movements, the close cooperation existing 
between nations with a socialist orientation and the world socialist 
system, and the latter's growing influence upon revolutionary processes 
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in those states. All of these factors, taken together, are exerting a 
profound political and ideological influence upon the contemporary 
revolutionary democracy. 


The revolutionary democracy's historically progressive role in the lhberated 
nations has produced political cooperation between its and the communist 
movement, which defends its doctrine by revealing the weaknesses in the 
revolutionary-democratic concepts of socialism so that they can be over- 
come. We are referring to a meeting of minds between the proponents of 
scientific socialism and the revolutionary democrats, which would make it 
possible for them to engage in a joint struggle against imperialism, a 
Struggle for social progress and socialism. In its approach to this 
issue, the communist movement proceeds on a premise that the broad petty 
bourgeois masses, which comprise the bulk of the population in the 
liberated nations and upon which the revolutionary democracy relies as 
its main social base, have actively entered the political movement and 
become an important revolutionary force. Social and economic condit‘ons 
and the fact that these masses still have a low level of political aware- 
ness objectively create conditions conducive to the spread of revolu- 
tionary-democratic principles. At the same time, they mean that the 
cognizant acceptance of Marxist-Leninist doctrine by the masses will 
require a certain amount of time. 


The main trends in the theory and practice of revolutionary democracy are 
progressive, and this creates a basis for a joint struggle against 
imperialism, feudalism, new forms of colonialism and all forms of 
exploitation, a struggle for peace, democracy and socialism. Despite 
certain negative developments in individual elements of the revolutionary 
democracy, a result of various factors, it is demonstrating a capacity to 
spread and to evolve in a progressive direction. By cooperating with the 
revolutionary democracy, the communist movement, as a consistently 
socialistic force adhering to the principles of pro’ tarian internation- 
alism and resisting nationalistic prejudices, is ca, able of influencing 
the revolutionary democracy in a positive way and of stimulating and 
intensifying its socialistic tendencies. 


Mutual relations between the communists and the revolutionary democrats on 
an international scale form an extremely important element in the 
alliance between world socialism and the national-liberation movement. 
Developing contacts between the communist and workers’ parties of the 
socialist and capitalist states and the revolutionary-democratic parties 
and movements are highly important in this respect. 


The Communist Party of the Soviet Union has political ties with almost all 
the revolutionary-democratic parties and movements. The establishment of 
individual activities and cooperation between our party and the revolu- 
tionary—democratic parties demonstrates not only the consistency of the 
policy pursued by the CPSU Central Committee in this matter, but also the 
increased maturity of the revolutionary-democratic forces. 
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These ties, which constitute a fundamentally new form of political 
solidarity between the world communist movement and the revolutionary 
democracy, are increasing the influence of socialist ideology upon the 
revolutionary democracy and helping to reinforce socialistic trends in 
the national-liberation movement. 


In the contemporary period of history, the revolutionary democracy 
constitutes an important progressive force in the libe-ated nations, a 
force stimulating the development and expansion of the national-liberation 
revolutions. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


WESTERN MILITARY MONOPOLIES ALLY WITH CHINESE 


Moscow LITERATURNAYA GAZETA in Russian No 50, 12 Dec 79 p 14 


[Article by Ernst Genri: "The Strategy of Peking--Monopolies for the 
Maoists"] 


[Text] By no means everything that took place behind closed doors in the 
capitals of western Europe during Hua Kuo-feng's recent stay there was made 
public. Nonetheless, there is no room for doubt about one thing. Involved 
in the fuss were not only high-ranking officials but also those who, though 
not holding any state posts, wield no less influence. The role of the mass- 
destruction arms merchants in world politics has for a long time been no 
secret for anyone. Scores of books and thousands of articles have been 
written about it and no doubt thousands more will be written. Day after 
day there are enacted behind the scenes of the political stage of the 
capitalist world transactions, many of which, in their sinister conse- 
quences, exceed the imagination of the most bizarre crime adventure stories. 
in the West they say: as it was, so it will be. 


There is no need to repeat what is already common knowledge. But worthy of 
mention is a change which is now being planned in the policy of international 
military capital. This capital is seeking to include China in its network. 


Fear of the OSV-2 and OSV-3 


It is not hard to explain the reason for this. The gigantic military- 
industrial corporations, which control billions of dollars, are alarmed at 
the Soviet-American agreement on the OSV-2 missile and even more at the 
prospective negotiations on the OSV-3. They are afraid that under the 
pressure of public opinion in their own countries it could actually come 
down to a curtailment of the arms race. This would mean the beginning of 
the end for world capital's brightest postwar business. 


Here is why there is such a fuss in the capitals of the West at this time. 
The higher-ranking authorized “lobbyists" of the military concerns run from 
ministry to parliament, from parliament to ministry , and from the intelli- 
gence agencies to the offices of the editors of the newspapers and the 
authors of the television programs. 
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Of course, the leaders of the military-industrial complexes in the various 
countries expect the Pentagon to give them in return for the OSV-2 gener- 
ous compensation in the form of enormous orders for the new Nkh mobile- 
based superrockets, for the new winged rockets for strategic bombers, for 
the Pershing-2 and Trident rockets for atcmic submszines, etc. It is as- 
sumed that the forthcoming session of NATO will provide such guarantees. 


Nevertheless, the bustling in the camp of the "hawks" is not subsiding. 
In the countries of western Europe they are aware of the fact that the 
plan for the deployment of the new rocket weaponry means an influx of 
new orders, primarily for the American corporations themselves. 


Questions such as this are also being raised: Suppose under the pressure 
of world public opinion a further step is taken in the direction of mili- 
tary detente? What stands in the way of such a "threat"? 


Some people are ready with an answer to this question. Many of the arms 
merchants--particularly the West German concerns which have experienced 
excessive growth in the last 10 years and have become another decisive 
force in the system of the international military-industrial complex-~-are 
now focusing more and more of their attention on China, which previously 
had to all intents and purposes not figured in their calculations at all. 


As we know, the current rulers of China announced their intention to 
“modernize” their army of millions, that is, to completely rearm it. This 
requires the expenditure of enormous sums, which will be extorted by any 
means possible from the long-suffering Chinese people. 


From whom will they buy the new weapons, primarily of the mass-destruction 
type, to be used for aggressive purposes against the neighboring countries 
in Asia? And on their own soil whose help will they get in converting 
the ROC's armed forces to the new technology? And from what areas will 


they invite the thousands of experienced specialists for these undertak- 
ings? 


In Peking they have already found the solution: parity with the West. 

In the West they have not yet given a definite answer but nevertheless it 
is quite plain: the design calls for all possible parity for Peking. 

From the standpoint of the American and West European military monopolies, 
the large-scale, long-term deals with the ROC would fully compensate them 
for any losses of orders in the event of an actual slowdown in the arms 
race. Arming anti-Soviet China is especially to their liking not only for 
commercial but also for political reasons. 


This is what it's all about. In this connection, there is also no lack of 
interest in another question. Precisely which capitalist associations in 


the West are now primarily interested in this sensational business with 
China? 
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The Reactivation of a Hitlerite Firm 


Of those who took part in World War II or have read about it, who does not 
know about the Messerschmidt firm? There is scarcely a person in Europe 
to whom this name would not mean anything. 


The Messerschmidt firm, which during the war produced 40,000 planes for 
the Luftwaffe, was the loving brainchild of Hitler and Goering. The Nazi 
Party had a direct interest in the firm, which was directed by a super- 
visory council headed at that time by SS General Korneys. In the Third 
Reich the firm was considered inviolable. 


This is the way it was more thap 40 years ago. Many people thought that 
after the defeat of Hitlerism, the regime would cease to exist and its 
trading fim: would die. This is not what happened. The Messerschmidts 
outlived Hitler. 


Today this firm ("Messerschmidt, Byelkoff and Blum) is one of the largest 
monopolies in all the capitalist world and unquestionably the most active 
in western Europe. It is far larger than it was during the war. Its cur- 
rent turnover is 2 billion marks. Who are its present owners? 


There are about 10 main shareholders. They are first the Messerschmidts 
and the Byelkoffs, the old Fascist aircraft designers who founded the 
company in the past. Second is the Adenauer family, which included the 
first federal chancellor of the FRG, who pursued a revanchist policy. 


There is also the Tissenoff monopoly, which in the distant past financed 
the Nazi Party and now leads western Europe in the production of steel. 
Another block of shares is owned by the government of the province of 
Bavaria in the FRG, which after the war helped the Messerschmidts to get 
back on their feet and which is now headed by the right-wing Christian 
Socialist Party (KhSS). The head of this party, F. I. Strauss, is the 
chairman of the supervisory council of one of the firm's branch companies. 


But now it is not just West German capital which owns the firm. Its 
partners are two of the leading monopolies beyond the borders of the FRG: 
the American corporation Boeing, which delivers the "Minuteman" inter- 
continental ballistic miesiles to the Pentagon and is taking part in the 
preparation of production of winged missiles, and the French aircraft 
company Nord Aviasonne. 


But this is not all. Apparently figuring among the shareholders of the 
present-day Messerschmidt firm ts some sort of hush-hush group which 
represents, I believe, the surviving and strictly clandestine capital of 
the old Nazi Party. This explains a great deal. 


It is hard to say precisely what amounts are at the disposal of this 
capital, which is today being put into circulation not only for commercial 
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purposes but primarily for political ends. It is no coincidence that we 
find working in the Messerschmidt group the old Hitlerite rocket special- 
ist Kurt Debus, who headed the supervisory council of the Messerschmidt 
subsidiary firm OTRAG and more recently has been occupied with the launch- 
ing of rockets in Equatorial Africa. 





We are thus confronted with not simply a West German but a powerfvi trans- 
national military monopoly which reeks unmistakeably of the past. The 
American multimillionaires are here playing a duet with the old Nizi busi- 
ness people and designers. 


So far as we know, there are not yet any Chinese shareholders in the 
Messerschmidt enterprise. This is by no means an idle observation. We 
should not overlook the fact that in time Chinese persons do show up in 
concerns like this even though represented as figureheads. It is quite 
probable that the latest plans of the Peking Talleyrands include not only 
the participation of foreign capital in the Chinese economic structure-- 
this has already been announced--but also the participation of China in 
influential foreign firms. 


The Messerschmidts are now producing jetfighter planes and combat 
rockets and rocket carriers for cosmic pentration as well as helicopters 
and other equipment. The firm is considered the chief Federal defense 
supplier and it supplies the military departments of several other NATO 
countries. Among its “innovations” is a certain "miracle-bomb with great 
dispersal effect." If the vast Chinese military market is opened up for 
the Messerschmidts, the firm can become one of the most profitable enter- 
prises in the West. The Hitlerite money invested in it is paying off and 
is yielding large interest returns in political currency. 


This is why it is worthy of note that both the Messerschmidts themselves 
and their transoceanic partners from the Boeing corporation several years 
ago became the initiators of the accord between the western monopolists 
and the Maoists. 


The Triple Alliance 


Judging from the newspaper reports, the negotiations between the Messer- 
schmidts and the Chinese leadership began back in September 1972 just be- 
fore the restoration of diplomatic relations between the FRG and the PRC. 
Acting for the PRC was the industrial company “Northern China" and the pur- 
pose was designated as "to study the possibilities for close cooperation 
between the two companies." No other information was revealed. We only 
know that some time later the negotiations were resumed by "someone else" 
from the Messerschmidt firm who arrived in Peking--the right-wing West 
German politician Strauss. 


What is this "Northern China" company? Everything points to the fact that 
what is involved is an affiliate of the Chinese state association 
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Mashimpeks, which is engaged in import of “machine” equipment and is ac- 
tually an agency of the Peking military departments. Worthy of note also 
is the fact that the region of activity of the “Northern China” company 
borders on the USSR and the Mongolian People's Republic. 


In other words, the Messerschmidts actually began their contact with the 
Chinese military clique 7 years ago. 


During all this time someone was urging the parties on. But they maintained 
particular caution. In February 1978 the press leaked the news that the 
Peking envoys to FRG were discussing the possibility of purchasing mili- 
tary helicopters from the Messerschmidt firm. 


In June of the same year a new Chinese delegation headed by PRC State 
Council Deputy Premier Ku Mu openly visited the residence of the firn. 
The newspapermen were told that China was losing no time in making use of 
its new trade contract with the "Common Market," which had rescinded all 
the restrictions on the sale of strategic goods to the PRC. They were 
also told that in the discussions of "questions of a foreign policy 
character" Ku Mu had not been sparing in his anti-Soviet utterances. 

The “ideology” of the parties coincided and the business progressed. 


It should be added that their American partners--the Boeing Corporation-- 
had paved the way for the Messerschmidts in China. Back in July 1974, 
soon after the sensational visits of President Nixon and Kissinger to 
Peking, the U.S. Secretary of Commerce announced the issuance of a license 
to Boeing for delivery of the Boeing-707 jet aircraft to China. This also 
was only the beginning. 


Then in July 1974 Senator H. Jackson visited the capital of the PRC, act- 
ing in his second vocation--general political authorized Boeing represen- 
tative in Washington. According to the Sin Hua news agency, Jackson, who 
met with Chou-En-lai and Teng Xia~o-ping, carried out "detailed and pro- 
found conversations on the key questions." 


Again there was no word as to just what questions and what "profundity" 
was involved. But the same Jackson who had previously declared China the 
“number 1 enemy" of the U.S. now expressed his delight with China and in 
one instance stated: "The most valuable asset we have is the split be- 
tween the Soviet Union and Red China." Here too there was thus achieved 
both a spiritual and an operational unity of the parties. The principle 


of the agreement was one and the same: extension of the arms race to 
Asia! 


The matter has still not reached the point of a definitive, open deal be- 
tween the Messerschmidt-Boeing group and China. They are apparently wait- 
ing for a suitable time for this. But even now there is a great deal of 
evidence pointing to the probability of China's entry into the global 
system of the American-West German military-industria] complex. It is no 
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coincidence that at the time of his stay in October of this year Hua 
Kuo-feng made a special trip to one of the Messerschmidt pleats. 


All this means that getting ready for operation on the international 

scene is a triple alliance of the transoceanic “hawks,” the West German 
dealers with their links with the Fascist past, and the Maoists, who still 
call themselves “communists.” 


On the surface this combination may appear some sort of grotesque, imagined 
fantasy of contemporary history. In reality, all three participants in 
this alliance have one common denominator: anti-Sovietisn. 


Who Will Pay? 


What are the implications of this developing alliance between the leading 
military monopolies of the West and the Maoists? 


First a@& all, what is involved is now not only and not simply China's al- 
liance with western diplomacy but also with present-day capitalism's ag- 
gressive forces themselves with their extreme danger for the cause of 
peace: with those who are prepared to take all measures to wreck detente, 
perpetuate the arms race, and make genuine peaceful coexistence impos- 
sible. 


The Maoists also find this necessary. This example thus distinctly re- 
veals the true nature of their policy. 


At ome time people were pushed into the fire of international conflicts 

by slaveholders; after them came the violent feudal lords and then the 
colonialist gangs. Now tirelessly engaged in the same undertaking are the 
dealers in mass-destruction weapons who are in command of whole brigades 
of “hawks"™ in the West. 


The Chinese leaders’ intimacy with them can truly be considered an histor- 
ical crime. It is quite obvious that these leaders and others intend 
henceforth to bring the international situation to a head. The collusion 
is taking place at the expense of peace throughout the world. They are 
toying with the security of all the continents and all peoples. 


As for China itself, the deals with the military-industrial complexes of 
the West foreshadow for its people, already drained by the Maoists, an even 
crueler regime and an even more merciless exploitation. Paying the bills 
for the country's militarism will in any case not be such a simple matter. 
But can such considerations deter those who for years now have rushed 
headlong along a route of treachery and folly. 
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INTERNAT IONAL 


U.S. AND CHINA USE AFGHAN COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES FOR AGCRESSIVE DESIGNS 
Kiev PRAVDA UKRAINY in Russian 10 Jan 80 p 3 


[Article by M. Derimov: "Conversations with the Readers about the Stereo- 
types of Imperialist Propaganda--the Truth about the Hirelings of the TsRU 
[CIA] and Peking") 


[Text] The peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America are no longer 
willing to accept inequality, poverty, exploitation and plunder. The 
people at various points of the earth are rising against the cruel 
feudal, dictatorial regimes which are tied together with international 
monopoly capital by a single cord, so to speak. And in every such in- 
stance imperialism, looking after its own predatory interests, resorts 
to threats, pressure, interference and intervention. When the states 
which came into being as a result of a liberating struggle, endeavoring 
to defend their legal rights, ask for help from the socialist world, the 
imperialists make a fuss about the "threat," the “pressure,” the “inter- 
ference," and the “intervention.” This artless method of shifting to 
someone else the blame for one's own transgressions has become one of the 
common stereotypes of imperialist propaganda. 


The above is confirmed by many examples from the history of the recent 
decades. We need only recall the bitter struggle in defense of their 
right to decide their own destiny, as this struggle was waged by the 
peoples of Cuba, Vietnam, Angola, Ethiopia, Campushea and Niccragua. 

And this story is being repeated today. The recent events in Afghanistan 
have led Washington and Peking to mount a fierce campaign of slander 
against the Soviet Union. They are again howling about “interference” 
and they are again trying to shift the blame for their own transgressions. 
All this propaganda runs counter to the irrefutable facts. In April 1978 
the national democratic, anti-imperialist revolution triumphed in 
Afghanistan, a Middle Eastern country with a territory of 655,000 square 
kilometers. Under the leadership of the National Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (NDPA) there was begun the implementation of fundamental 
progressive changes in the interests of the farmers, the livestock breed- 
ers, the workers and the intelligentsia, all of the 15 million Afghan 
people. These changes, of course, met with a hostile reception on the 


22 











part of those who were deprived of privileges--the feudal lords and tlie 
bourgeois‘e associated with foreign monopolies. However, there is no 
doubt that the internal counterrevolution would have been smashed a long 
time ago if it had not been favored with foreign patrons and if the United 
States and China had not hastened to interfere in the internal affairs of 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan [DRA]. 


The monopolistic mass information media are concealing from the inhabitants 
of the western countries the fact that the bandit attacks by the counter- 
revolutionary rabble in the DRA are financed and organized by Washington 
and Peking. But murder will out. Even in the pages of the western 
bourgeois press every once in < while information will creep in to the ef- 
fect that those they are trying to depict as insurgents are actually hired 
murderers and incendiaries. The imperialist aggression against the Afghan 
people, an aggression which has been in progress for more than a year, is 
also being reported by many of the press agencies of the developing 
countries. 


"For the United States, Afghzaistan would be an iaeal place to locate 
tracking stations for monitoring the Soviet Union,” said the American 
periodical COUNTERSPY in a recent article. It went on to say that the 
Central Intelligence Agency of the U.S. is engaged in training armed de- 
tachments of "Afghan insurgents" in Pakistan. The SIA agents are in ac- 
tive operation on the Afghan-Pakistan border, screening their activities 
under the guise of combatting the spread of narcotics and employing the 
American organization "Asian Fund." The scope of this vile activity is 
indicated by figures such as the following: operating on the territory of 
Pakistan are 12 camps where CIA hirelings are being taught to ply the trade 
of thievery; 5,000 saboteurs, in particular, have been trained there and 
then moved into the DRA. 


We are informed that the bosses across the ocean would like to use the 
Afghan counterrevolutionaries not only to make Afghanistan an anti-Soviet 
stronghold but also for subversive operations against neighboring Iran. 
According to the Lebanese newspaper ASH-SHAAB, the CIA worked out a plan 

for the physical elimination of the Iranian leader Khomeini at the hands 

of the Afghan counterrevolutionaries who are on Iranian soil. The existence 
of this plan came to light after the interception of a secret message from 
one of the ringleaders of the counterrevolutionary groups to one Abdel’ 
Vali, who is engaged in training saboteur detachments in Pakistan. 


Operating hand in hand with the CIA agents in this unsavory bloody business 
are their colleagues from Peking. The Indian newspaper PATRIOT cites this 
evidence: "Even the western correspondents are forced to acknowledge the 
presence of a large number of Chinese instructors in the special camps 
located on the territory of Pakistan. Undergoing training in these camps 
are ‘Afghan insurgents’ who are being paid and supplied with weapons by the 
U.S., China and Pakistan." 
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There are several additional illustrations. The Canadian periodical 
MacLEAN'S MAGAZINE: "One of Pakistan's most dangerous and most carefully 
guarded secrets is the presence on its territory of Chinese officers and 
instructors who work at the control points of the Afghan rebels." The 
Italian newspaper STAMPA: “China delivers via Pakistan weapons, ammu- 
nition, food and medicines." The English DAILY TELEGRAPH: "The rebels 
are being supplied with the latest Chinese machineguns and semiautomatic 
rifles."" The French COURIER DE POLITIQUE ETRANGERE: "In use to move in 
saboteurs is the new Karakorum Highway between Pakistan and China." The 
newspaper INDIAN EXPRESS: "On the territory of China itself thousands of 
bandits have been trained for subversive sabotage operations." 


In the current period the progressive organizations and the progressive 
press of the western countries have been decisively repulsing those who 
attempt to mask their aggressive actions against the DRA by outcries con- 
cerning USSR “interference.” Thus, the West German communist newspaper 
UNSERE ZEIT makes the reasonable statement: "It needs to be emphasized 
that the intervention originated outside the country and there is indeed 
interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan. This support, in the 
form of weapons and money, has recently been lent on an ever increasing 
scale to the counteirevolutionary groups by the CIA and the imperialist 
circles allied with the Peking expansionists." 


A few days ago the Indian daily BLITZ lifted the veil of secrecy surround- 
ing another nefarious CIA scheme which, in its judgment, was not carried 
out--fortunately for the Afghan people and other peoples of the Near East. 
According to BLITZ, the plan called for an airborne landing of counter- 
revolutionary hirelings in Kabul and other cities of Afghanistan. It is 
not hard to guess what the aggressors had in mind. You see, imperialism's 
agent Amin, who had succeeded in establishing himself in the People's 
Democratic Party and had in September of last year seized power in the 
country, had prepared the soil for the counterrevolutionary coup, having 
dealt violently with thousands of the fighters for the April revolution, 
including the founder of the NDPA, Nur Muhammed Taraki. If the patriotic 
and revolutionary forces of Afghanistan had not overthrown Amin's blood- 
thirsty clique, as NDPA General Secretary, chairman of the revolutionary 
council and DRA Prime Minister Babrak Karmal correctly maintained, the 
consequences for the country would have been catastrophic. 


To ward off the foreign threat confronting the country, the government of 
the DRA asked for help from its true friend and good neighbor--the Soviet 
Union. And the help was given in full compliance with the Soviet- 
Afghanistan treaty of friendship, good-neighbor relations, and cooper- 
ation and also in full accord with the UN charter. 


"The people of Afghanistan have entered a new stage of national and demo- 
cratic revolution," said the Vietnamese publication NYAN ZAN. "The 
intrigues of foreign reaction and the internal counterrevolution have suf- 
fered a defeat." Yes, this is true! But yet the imperialists are not 
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abandoning their undeclared war against revolutionary Afghanistan. The 
United States is trying through artificial means to stir up the so-called 
"Afghan question'in the United Nations and to mobilize its NATO allies for 
a propagandist campaign against che DRA and its true friends. 

It has also been covertly building up its military forces in the area 

of the Near and Middle East and plotting punitive operations against Iran. 
U.S. Defense Minister G. Brown, who came to Peking on a visit, is coordin- 
ating the plans for further military support for the Afghan counterrevolu- 
tion joirtly with the chauvinists and aggressors. Washington and Peking 
are expanding their military cooperation with the aim of disrupting the 
detente for relaxing of international tension. With the participation of 
China, the imperialists are playing an unscrupulous game around Afghanistan, 
one fraught with dangerous consequences. This game is ringed with a smoke 
screen of falsehood. But, as we know, there is little power in falsehood. 


"The truth is that in coming to the aid of Afghanistan, the Soviet Union 

fulfilled its international commitment." These words of Jesus Faria, the 
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Venezuela, reflect the point 

of view of the progressive forces of the world with respect to the events 
in Afghanistan. In unmasking the intrigues of imperialism and the hege- 

monic powers, the people are voicing their solidarity with the DRA. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


SOCIALIST TRENDS IN AFRICA DISCUSSED 


Moscow RABOCHIY KLASS I SOVREMENNYY MIR in Russian No 6, 1979 signed to 
press 6 Jul 79 pp 129-138 


{Article by N. D. Kosukhin: “Scientific Socialism in the Ideological 
and Political Life of the African Nations] 


{Text '! The Great October Socialist Revolution thoroughly altered the 
circumstances under which the Afro-Asian peoples were waging their 
struggic for national liberation, gave them a clear picture of future 
prospects for the revolution and ushered in the age of disintegration of 
imperialism's colonial system. Even though he did not share the views 
of scientific communism, British sociologist Peter Worsley wrote that 
the October Revolution “has made communism a material force in the 
colonial world."1 


The October Revolution furthered the broad dissemination of Marxist- 
Leninist concepts, had an enormous influence upon ideological trends in 
the national-liberation movement and accelerated the progressive evolu- 
tion of the advanced views held by its leaders. 


Marxism-Leninism began to develop as an independent ideological trend in 
Africa under the influence of concepts association with the October 
Revolution, which signaled the beginning of a qualitatively new stage in 
the ideological development of the national-liberation movement‘s left 
wing. "The principles of the October Revolution, the principles of com- 
munism, have had an ever-increasing influence upon the most fervent 
patriots--militant workers and the revolutionary intelligentsia in the 
colonial and semi-colonial territories," wrote J. B. Marx, the deceased 
chairman of the South African Communist Party. "Despite the ruthless 
repression and terror of the colonialists and their local agents, they 
united into Marxist societies and groups and applied the scientific 
principles of historical materialism to study and analyze the problems 
of their own nations and the struggle in progress in those nations. The 
foundations were thus laid for a new type of parties—-communist parties—- 
in a number of colonial nations." 
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The October Revolution prompted the national revolutionaries to begin 
developing the first programs of national liberation for the African 
people. 





World War II gave new impetus to the ideological effect exerted by 
Marxist-Leninist doctrine upon the colonial world. “The Soviet Union's 
victory produced an unprecedented spread of revolutionary socialism's 
concepts in Africa," writes British scientist Basil Davidson.3 Joshua 
Nkomo, one of the leaders of the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, has 
described the situation even more convincingly. He underscored the fact 
that “the Soviet Union's victory in World War II was a triumph of 
Marxism-Leninism. One derives deep satisfaction from the fact that 

this victory gave political stimulation to the majority of colonial 
peoples who had taken up the struggle for independence."4 The growth of 
USSR prestige and the fact that a number of nations had set out on the 
path of socialist reform contributed to a basic altering of public 
opinion and political action in the African community. 


World socialism is now serving as a powerful ideological avant-garde and 
helping the national revolutionaries properly perceive the role and place 
therein of the national-liberation movement. 


“Socialism's drawing power," L. I. Brezhnev remarked in the Accountability 
Report of the Central Committee to the 25th CPSU Congress, "has increased 
even more against the background of crisis which has erupted in the 
capitalist nations." 


The area of application of Marxist-Leninist theory has expanded and its 
geographic and social boundaries have grown considerably in the contem- 
| °rary situation, and it is helping to draw new groups, currents, trends 
and generations into the world revolutionary process. 


The growing influence of real socialism and of communist ideals on the 
minds of the working people is an extremely important factor in the 
ideological struggle between the two social systems at the contemporary 
stage. It has become realistically possible to accelerate the development 
of backward nations and peoples, relying primarily upon the aid and support 
of the socialist nations. As a result, it has become possible to begin 
carrying out the tasks of social liberation before the working class has 
assumed leadership of the national-liberation movement. 


History has shown that ideological and political factors play an important 
role in the development of new social relations for the African nations, 
which are now advancing programs for the progressive restructuring of 
society. 


The active role of progressive revolutionary-democratic ideology is mani- 
fested in the goal-oriented structuring of class interests and in the cor- 
rect interpretation of concepts of social justice which have emerged 
Spontaneously in the minds of the people. 
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Revolutionary-democratic concepts have found proponents and been conceived 
throughout the history of the African national-liberation movement. In 
general, however, this ideology has taken shape mainly during that stage 
of the national-liberation movement in which the social aspects of the 
anti-imperialist revolution have gained strength. In the contemporary 
situation, selection of the progressive revolutionary-democratic ideology 
by the African leaders is being determined by the new historical situation 
and by the growing influence of world socialism. The anticolonial and 
anti-imperialist nature of national-liberation revolutions potentially 
carries an anticapitalist payload: Along with the colonial systen, 
imperialism, the source of its development, is also rejected. 


Progressive members of the revolutionary-democratic forces recognized the 
social role of “African socialism" in the very beginning and initiated an 
ideological struggle against those pseudosocialist concepts. Criticism 

of “African socialism" concepts, in turn, helped to produce a new approach 
oriented toward scientific-socialist theory and toward the further separa- 
tion of revolutionary-democratic concepts from petty bourgeois, utopian 
and nationalistic ideas and trends. 


The various kinds of African “national socialisms" have not been able to 
establish deep roots in the consciousness of African society. Experience 
has shown that their proclamation and specific application are linked *<o 
a cultivation of exploitative relations in African soil. 


The specific nature of African society s social structure has advance 
patriotic groups of African intelligentsia, which have become the voices 
of the most progressive aspirations of the working masses, to the posi- 
tion of social conveyors of scientific socialism. Because of the national 
hourgeoisie‘s economic and political weakness, the avant-garde of the anti- 
imperialist struggle has been occupied by representatives of the patriotic 
revolutionary-democratic intelligentsia, the more farsighted and mature 
members of which have declared a readiness to accept scientific socialism 
as an ideological weapon for their organizations. Recently, many revo- 
lutionary democrats, true patriots, have arrived at a scientific under- 
standing of the nature of the modern era and value the importance of 
Marxist-Leninist theory as one of the determining factors behind social 
reform. The history of the national-liberation movement has led them to 
conclude that only a policy based on Marxist-Leninist theory can insure 
social progress. 


The progressive evolution to Marxism-Leninism passes through the following 
Stages: the perception of principles of noncapitalistic development by 
the former colonial and dependent peoples, the stage at which it becomes 
essential to form avant-garde revolutionary-democratic parties based on 
the principles of scientific socialism, and the study of socialist expe- 
rience in nations of the socialist commonwealth. Revolutionary democrats 
correctly regard scientific socialism as a theory with enormous mobilizing 
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and organizing power, capable not only of affecting and attracting 
the workers but also of providing them with a realistic program for 
building a new society. 


"At a certain stage," wrote A. I. Sobolev, "a revolutionary democracy can 
reflect the interests not only of the broad nonproletarian segments of 

the workers, but also of the working class. It can direct their struggle 
to carry out far-reaching social and democratic reforms and can become 

the initiator and leader in the implementation of such measures, which 
contain the germ of socialism a ‘ create the foundation for the subsequent 
building of socialist social relations."® 


While initially the revolutionary democracy was attracted more by the 
political aspect of Marxism, in the second stage of the national-liberation 
movement, scientific socialism’s economic doctrine moves to the fore. 

This is because the main element at this stage is the struggle to fortify 
national independence and achieve economic independence. Revolutionary- 
democratic ideology prepares the soil, as it were, and makes it easier 

to spread scientific socialism among broad segments of the workers: It is 
a kind of ideological step toward Marxist-Leninist ideology. In many 
cases, revolutionary-democratic ideology is a particular reflection of 

the social awareness of broad popular masses still considerably under the 
influence of nationalistic and traditional religious forms of ideology. 


Up to the beginning of the 1960's, Marxism in the African nations had 
only weak links with the workers movement and the national political 
parties and organizations, with the exception of the communist parties 
and Marxist groups. A decisive turn toward scientific-socialist ideology 
at the end of the 1960's and the beginning of the 1970's in the left wing 
of the revolutionary-democratic forces was thoroughly reflected in the 
nature of the national-democratic revolution in which the social iibera- 
tion of the working masses had an important place. The fact should be 
underscored that the turn toward Marxism was a natural result of the 
social development of the African anti-imperialist revolution, the most 
mature leaders of which are coming to understand the class nature of the 
historical social process. 


"The People's Republic of the Congo," stated Jean-Pierre Ngombe, member 
of the Central Committee of the Congolese Labor Party, "is, without 
question, one of those African states profoundly influenced by the theory 
of K. Marx and F. Engels and by V. I. Lenin's doctrine." 


Marx's theory has become not simply a drawing force but a force directly 
affecting the course of social development in the African states. The 
following acknowledgment by Belgian professor M. Limbana, a man with far- 
from-revolutionary views and author of the two-volume work “Leninism 
During Lenin's Time," is noteworthy: "“Leninism was long linked only with 
the destiny of the Soviet Union. To a considerable extent, debate applied 
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only to the struggle between allies of the Soviet Union and the defenders 
of the ‘free world.‘ The development of the revolutionary struggle in 
the world, however, gave new importance to Leninism. There is not a 
liberation movement in the world, from Latin America to Angola, which has 
not employed his legacy. Leninism has ceased to be only a subject of 
historical research.... It is one of the brightest rays of light 
illuminating political developments of today.'"8 


Despite the fact that Marxism is only one of the sources of ideology for 
the revolutionary democrats, its influence is frequently the determining 
factor in their practical decision-making. State and public officials in 
the liberated nations cannot ignore Marxist theoretical and practical 
experience. Its influence is due, first of all, to its objective value as 
a scientific system of views, the theoretical strength and the practical 
importance of which has been confirmed by the historical development of 
most African nations. Marxism-Leninism and socialist developmental 
practices are therefore especially important to the development of the 
revolutionary democracy's ideology and, in general, to all of Africa's 
social and political thought. This, for example, is how Filintu Barrush, 
presidential secretary in Guinea-Bissau, explains how he arrived at 
Marxism: “I went from an internationalist-fighter to Marxist. When I 
joined the ranks of the PAIGC [expansion unknown] in 1963, I was attracted 
by only one party slogan, that of achieving the nation's liberation from 
the Portuguese colonialists. For 5 centuries, our people had suffered 
under the yoke of foreigners, and it was not until 1956, when Amilcar 
Cabral founded the PAIGC that this struggle became organized and focused. 
Its true nature was not revealed to me until after I had become acquainted 
with Marxism-Leninism and learned about the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion. I made a qualitative advance in my world outlook: I became a 
Marxist."9 


The attractiveness of Marxism-Leninism increases sharply during periods of 
highly intense class struggle and at turning points in world history, when 
public thought is searching especially keenly for a radical solution to 
urgent problems. A revolutionary democracy now characteristically acknowl- 
edges Marxist-Leninist doctrine through a process of trial and error in the 
social struggle and gains direct knowledge of the theory and practice of 
implementing scientific socialism in the socialist nations. 


Revolutionary democrats endeavor creatively to employ certain concepts and 
methods of scientific socialism to the resolution of acute social and 
economic problems of African life. In this sense, as well, they are 
constructive propagandists of the concepts of scientific socialism in 
African public opinion. 


Contemporary revolutionary-democratic ideology has a number of specific 
characteristics. In the first place, due to the undeveloped state of the 
class structure in African society, in which tribal, religious and nation- 
alistic carry-overs are still strong, revolutionary-democratic ideology 
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conforms to the contemporary stage of development of the national- 
democratic revolution and, despite its transitional nature, will continue 
to function for a considerable period of time as the progressive ideo- 
logical trend in the liberated nations, helping to strengthen the 
socialist-oriented course. 


Secondly, in the contemporary situation, this ideology nurtured by the 
people's interests is revolutionizing and mobilizing the masses to elimi- 
nate the socioeconomic and cultural backwardness and is becoming a factor 
of social progress. 


In the third place, the emergence of a revolutionary-democratic ideological 
trend is influenced by Marxist-Leninist theory and socialist developmental 
practices. This progressive ideology is itself capable of evolving in the 
direction of scientific socialism, thereby expanding possibilities for 
spreading Marxist-Leninist theory and socialist know-how in the African 
nations. 


Revolutionary-democratic thought reflects the complex process of creating 
progressive social structures in the specific African situation, a process 
involving internal conflicts and difficulties. The revolutionary democrats 
certainly do not always find the correct solutions to problems facing 

them. The adoption of Marxist positions would unquestionably help them 
take a scientific approach to the tasks involved in social development. 


The revolutionary democrats in the nations of Tropical Africa are closer 

to Marxist-Leninist theory than the others. The scientific literature 

has already pointed out the factors helping representatives of the 
revolutionary-democratic forces in the nations of Tropical Africa to 
«-proach and understand Marxist-Leninist ideology. In the first place, 
this process is linked to the special circumstances under which the views 
of their most prominent representatives develop. These include, among 
others, cooperation with the communist parties in metropolitan areas during 
the period of political struggle for national independence and subsequently, 
in the process of training in the socialist nations. In the second place, 
as K. N. Brutents points out, the “class conditionality factor"! has 

been less important there because of the vaguely-defined social boundaries. 
In the third place, the Muslim religion has not become deeply rooted there, 
or more precisely, it has not become a fanatical phenomenon. Finally, 

the absence of a developed national bourgeoisie has created a direct 
confrontation between the progressive forces and imperialism and colo- 
nialism, and anticomunnism has not penetrated deeply into the traditional 
society. 


The main factor, however, is the fact that the national-liberation movement 
is more thoroughly developed in those nations. Ghana, for example, was 

the first state to achieve independence (1957). Guinea became independent 
in 1958. In the Congo, the revolutionary movement of the masses overthrew 
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the neocolonialist regime of F. Youlou in 1963. The creation of progres- 
sive Mali was linked to demarcation achieved with the moderate leaders 
of Senegal. 


In the contemporary situation, it has become possible for the former 
colonial and dependent peoples to bypass the period of predominance of 
capitalist production relations and the correspondent bourgeois ideology. 
This possibility is the following. Im the first place, the Great October 
Socialist Revolution and the embodiment of its revolutionary principles in 
the world socialist commonwealth and the mass Marxist parties in the 
capitalist nations were an extremely important political and ideological 
precondition for spreading socialist concepts in the region of the 
national-liberation movement. The international ties of the African 
revolutionaries have been highly important, and remain so. 


In the second place, the turn toward Marxism-Leninism is dictated by the 
liberated nations" historical need for progressive social and economic 
development. For the first time in world history, scientific socialism 
is providing the answers to questions raised by the development of the 
national-liberation movement. 


Growing interest in Marxism-Leninism as a theory pointing the way to 
social progress is inseparably linked with the increased role of the 
communist and workers‘ parties, with their successes in fighting for the 
basic interests of the workers and with the fact that they offer a 
constructive solution for overall national problems. The communists 

and Marxism have a powerful and reliable ally--life and reality. Marxism's 
foundation rooted in life naturally increases the number of its proponents. 
“Before selecting the socialist orientation," remarked M. Kerekou, 
president of the People's Republic of Benin, “we analyzed the period of 
history up to 1972. We thoroughly studied the system of colonial 
oppression over a period of 12 years, from 1 August 1960 to 26 October 1972. 
We also analyzed the deeply-rooted causes ...economic exploitation linked 
with the colonial and neocolonial oppression of our people, which (the 
exploitation) made us an accessible instrument of political oppression... 
This historical analysis thus permitted us to come out in favor of 
scientific socialism elucidated by the ideology of Marxism-Leninism, "11 





The growing crisis for capitalistic development in the African nations 
themselves and, on the other hand, the perceptible social achievements 
of the workers in states with a socialist orientation have provided new 
incentive to select a progressive course. Capitalism is being rejected 
not only as a system brought in by the colonialists but also as a produc- 
tion system based on hired, exploited labor, which is not capable of 
resolving the fundamental problems involved in the social and economic 
development of the African states and their peoples. 
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It can be concluded on this basis that objective factors are leading to a 
socialist orientation. The National Charter of Algeria, adopted in 

June 1976, states that “socialism, which arose as a reaction to capitalism 
and as a result of the latter's inability to resolve the constantly 
growing problems created by it, provides a clear answer to the current 
problems of our era."12 The turn toward a socialist orientation for 
development of the African nations is a conscious choice objectively 
based upon capitalism's historical lack of prospects as a social system 
in Africa. It proved impossible effectively to resolve national and 
social problems by following a capitalist path of development in Africa, 
since capitalism sharpens internal class conflicts and strengthens the 
exploitative social groups interested in cooperating with imperialisn. 3 


What, then, are the chief factors which have contributed to certain 
African nations‘ selection of a socialist orientation and to the formation 
of a revolutionary-democratic ideology over a considerable part of the 
continent? 


In the first place, they are the anticolonial and anti-imperialist nature 
of the national-liberation movement; weakly defined social differentiation 
and the absence of an economically and politically strong national 
bourgeoisie; an unceasing quest for effective methods and theories for 
building a socially just society; political activeness on the part of 
broad segments of the population; the patriotic desire on the part of 
workers, peasants and the intelligentsia to eliminate the social and 
economic backwardness of their nations and the poverty, oppression and 
ignorance of the people. 


In the second place, there are the internal and external ideological- 
political factors related to the political development of a specific 
nation liberated from colonial oppression, which take into account the 
lessons gained and the experience acquired in conducting a class struggle; 
the effect of the entire group of favorable external conditions produced 
by the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution and the economic, 
political and ideological influence of the world socialist system and the 
important force of its example, which has made it easier to grasp 
scientific socialism, both theoretical and practical, and to employ its 
principles in the African situation. 


The evolution of the revolutionary democracy toward scientific socialism 

is taking place in a situation of acute confrontation with various left- 
and right-wing opportunistic and nationalistic trends. It derives strength 
and confidence from Marxist-Leninist theory in the severe and sometimes 
dramatic ideological and political struggle. 


The revolutionary democrats’ grasp of Marxist principles begins with the 
ability to consider the political situation from class positions and to 
evaluate the place of the progressive forces in the society, first and fore- 
most, that of the working class, and to recognize its progepective role. 
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In order for the revolutionary democrats to acknowledge scientific 
socialism, actually and not illusively, it is essential for them to 
overcome their distrustful prejudices against the communists and Marxists 
of their nations and to establish stable ideological-political cooperation 
with the world communist movement. 


History has proven that a weakening and especially a breakdown of all- 
round ties with the world socialist commonwealth inevitably results in 
a regression back from the social and economic positions already reached 
and leads to political reorientation. 


The revolutionary democracy reflects the views and positions mainly of 
the nonproletarian groups and the heterogeneousness of their coalition, 
and this accounts for its lack of consistency and its contradictoriness 
in both theory and practice. 


The process of class struggle and social demarcation in the revolutionary 
democracy nas been stepped up considerably in the 1970's. The ideological- 
political struggle centers around ways and methods of overcoming economic 
backwardness, the theory and practice of noncapitalistic development and 
consideration of scientific socialism and experience in socialist develop- 
ment. As the revolution becomes more intense, the revolutionary-democratic 
forces encounter numerous complex problems, the resolution of which is 
complicated by a large number of circumstances. The main problems are 
related to the social and economic and the cultural backwardness of the 
liberated nations, to their dependence upon the world capitalist economy 
and to the effects of neocolonialism's ideology and policy. 





The campaign against exploitative relationships is intensifying the class 
struggle and the ideological demarcation in the national-liberation move- 
ment. Its right wing is sliding toward openly proimperialist positions. 
The left-wing ideological trend of revolutionary democracy, on the other 
hand, is moving toward scientific socialism, and Marxism-Leninism has 

been declared the official state and party ideology in a number of nations. 
"Socialism," L. I. Brezhnev stated in his address at the Conference of 
European Communist and Workers‘ Parties, “has already sunk deep roots in 
many nations which have thrown off the colonial yoke of imperialism and 
set out on a path of free and independent development." 


The spread of socialist views in the liberated nations designates the 
beginning of a qualitatively new stage in the development of the African 
national-democratic revolution and improvement of its ideological armament. 


The difficulties in this stage are related to the absence of a broad and 
independent workers’ movement, undeveloped social differentiation and the 
low key of the class struggle. 


The formation of a proletariat is in the early stage in most African 
nations, and Marxist-Leninist parties either do not yet exist or their 
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limited political and ideological influence is still being poorly utilized. 
Where there are no Marxist parties, the revolutionary-democratic organiza- 
tions therefore assume the role of conveyors and propagandists of Marxisn- 
Leninism. 


The creation of avant-garde revolutionary-democratic parties guided by 
Marxist-Leninist ideology was an event of fundamental importance in the 
social and political life of a number of African nations (Angola, Benin, 
the Congo and Mozambique). It involved a basic turning point in their 
attitude toward Marxism and toward the concrete possibility of applying 
K. Marx's doctrine in the specific circumstances of Africa. 


In Angola, for example, after achieving independence, the NPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] set about creating the material 
foundation for building a new society. Having fulfilled this historic 
mission, as a popular movement struggling for national liberation, the 
NPLA adopted at its first congress in December 1977 a decision to trans- 
form itself into a revolutionary party guided by the ideology of the 
working class. “Achievement of the goal of building a popular democracy 
and socialism," noted A. Neto in his report at the first NPLA Congress, 
“requires qualitative advances in the political, ideological and organiza- 
tional areas. This requires a progressive organization, which can fulfill 
its role in the government of society most effectively." 


The NPLA-Labor Party, the avant-garde party of the working class, became 
such an organization, created in accordance with Marxist-Leninist princi- 
ples for leading the revolutionary classes. It solidly allies the workers, 
the peasants, the revolutionary intelligentsia and other workers loyal to 
the proletariat's revolutionary cause. 


The Program of the NPLA-Labor Party stresses the fact that the “strength 
of the NPLA, as the advanced guard of the working class, lies in a melding 
of Marxist-Leninist theory with our own revolutionary experience acquired 
in the national-liberation struggle and with the revolutionary know-how of 
all the world's peoples."15 


Applying its experience in fighting for national liberation and the 
experience acquired by other peoples in their revolutionary struggle and 
guided by the theory of Marxism-Leninism, the party has set itself the 
task of serving as the directing force in the Angolian state and its 
society. Under its leadership, popular-democratic power will be estab- 
lished and reinforced in all areas, the ideological unity of the working 
class will be strengthened and revolutionary reforms will be carried out 
in production relations. 


Acknowledging the fact that the Angolian people's struggle is an integral 
part of the general struggle being conducted by all the world's peoples 
to destroy the system of exploitation and to build a more just society, 
the NPLA will undeviatingly defend and implement the principles of 
proletarian internationalism. 


35 











The Program and the Party Charter were adopted at the congress. The 
Program defines the tasks which the party must perform at the stage of 
popular democratic revolution, which creates the conditions for moving 
forward to the stage of socialist reforms. In this stage, the working 
class, allied with the peasantry and the revolutionary intelligentsia, 
will create a revolutionary-democratic dictatorship directed against 
internal and external reaction and creating the conditions for establish- 
ing a dictatorship of the proletariat at the stage of building socialism. 


"The strategic goal of the NPLA-Labor Party,™ Article 2 of the Charter 
states, “is that of building a socialist society, passing through the 
transitional stage of popular democracy, in the process of which the 
independence of the People's Republic of Angola will be strengthened 
and the political-ideological, material and social base for socialism 
will be created on a scientific basis." 


In his report at the third FRELIMO [Mozambique Liberation Front] Congress, 
President of the People's Republic of Mozambique S. Machel stated: "In 
order to become a true advanced guard, the avant-garde of the working 
classes, the party must be armed with revolutionary theory giving its 
members an accurate knowledge of the laws of social development, the laws 
of revolution. This theory is Marxism-Leninism, or scientific socialism.... 
The party will always apply the univeral principles of Marxism-Leninism 
with consideration for the specific conditions under which the class 
struggle is developing." 18 The congress adopted a decision to create a 
new type of party, an avant-garde party based on an alliance of workers 
and peasants. Guided by the working class, the Central Committee's 
report to the third congress stated, the FRELIMO unites in a voluntary 
alliance the workers, peasants, soldiers, revolutionary intellectuals and 
other workers tempered in the struggle against man's exploitation of man, 
a struggle fought for the people's interests. 


Program documents coming out of the first Extraordinary Congress of the 
PNRB [Popular Revolutionary Committee of Benin] also indicate a consid- 
erable influence from Marxist-Leninist theory. "The Popular Revolutionary 
Party of Benin,” the Charter states, “is the progressive socialist 
revolutionary party in the People's Republic of Benin. And in this 
capacity, it constitutes the highest form of political organization of 
the Benin people in their struggle for total and final liberation from 
foreign domination and from all forms of man's exploitation of man and 

the creation of a society of popular democracy proceeding along a path of 
building a socialist society based on the principles of Marxism-Leninism." 


The transfer of power to progressive military groups in Ethiopia, the 
demarcation of forces resulting from the overthrow of the monarchy and the 
entry into the struggle of revolutionary democrats with Marxist views 
created the conditions for the emergence of an avant-garde party of 
workers and peasants there. 
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The program of national-democratic revolution published in April 1976 
states that Ethioria is presently going through the stage of national- 
democratic revolution and that its main goal is antifeudal, anticapitalist 
and anti-imperialist reform on the path to creating a socialist society. 
Ethiopia, the VVAS [Provisional Military Administrative Council] pro- 
claimed, has elected to build a society based on the principles of 
scientific socialism as the only way to solve the complex problems 
existing there. 


The formation o% avant-garde parties and their organizational development 
are in various stages and are encountering difficulties and conflicts. A 
common feature of the revolutionary democrats’ approach to the formation 
of avant-garde parties lies, in the first place, in their review of the 
social makeup of the governing revolutionary-democratic parties. The 
main trend is toward drawing into the party primarily representatives of 
the working class, the peasantry and the revolutionary intelligentsia. In 
the second place, they proclaim the principles of Marxism-Leninism and 
proletarian internationalism as the ideological foundation for the 
avant-garde party. In the third place, democratic centralism is applied 
in matters of party development, the party is structured on the territo- 
rial-production principle, and acceptance into the party is based on 
individual merit. Party members are required to accept the party's pro- 
gram and goals, to work to implement them, to observe revolutionary 
discipline, to demonstrate a high level of awareness and to subordinate 
personal interests to those of society. Special requirements are placed 
upon leading party cadres, who must be former workers, peasants, or 
revolutionary intellectuals and are forbidden to own stocks in enter- 
prises, to be on the boards of private companies, to receive more than 
one salary and to own rental houses. As a result, the governing party is 
distinguished by a directing nucleus of great class determinacy and 
ideological unity. 


The formation of an avant-garde party strengthens the positions of the 
Marxist left-wing of the revolutionary democracy. Its directing nucleus 
has become convinced that the formation of an avant-garde revolutionary- 
democratic party of the new type, a party guided by a Marxist-Leninist 
program, is essential for making the governing party a real guiding force 
in society. 


with respect to their long-range goals, program focuses, principles and 
ideological foundation, the avant-garde parties formed are closely related 
to Marxism-Leninism. At the same time, these are parties with a consid- 
erable element of the revolutionary intelligentsia in their social makeup, 
since the traditional tribal and petty bourgeois illusions of the working 
class, the peasantry and to a considerable degree, the intelligentsia, 
hold these parties back from becoming a truly revolutionary, proletarian 
force. An enormous amount of ideological and political work must be 
performed at this stage directly among the party members, and their role 
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and level of awareness must be increased. At the same time, there is the 
danger that elements of sectarian policy will develop with respect to the 
broad working masses and that the avant-garde will become separated from 
its social base. These parties are expected to instill scientific- 
socialistic ideology in the nonproletarian groups, to unite their natural 
yearning for social justice with scientific socialism and to introduce 
practical revolutionary attitudes into their political consciousness. 


This makes it highly important universally to create primary party 
organizations, which are the foundation of any political organization. 
They are connected with the broad working masses and see that party goals 
and tasks are carried out. The bottom elements and the rank-and-file 
members are still forming an insignificant role, however. 


The main obstacles to the formation of real Marxist-Leninist parties are 
social and economic backwardness, the impotence of the working class, a 
lack of adequately trained party cadres, and others. 


The principles proclaimed are still far from practical implementation, 
however, and there is 2 temptation to regard the program documents pro- 
claimed as an accomplished fact, to pass off what is desired as reality. 


The program documents reflect the goals of the revolutionary-democratic 
forces and the desires and aspirations of their leaders, based on existing 
international revolutionary experience, to force the creation of condi- 
tions necessary for building a new society, relying in general upon the 
people's enthusiasm. The practical implementation of the socialist- 
oriented course, however, has demonstrated the fact that the revolutionary 
democrats lack experience in political and administrative work and are 
still under the influence of traditional tribal relationships, which 
frequently leads to factional strife in their ranks. 


Many revolutionary democrats do not have an especially high level of 
theoretical maturity. This is why the Marxist-Leninist principles pro- 
claimed in the program documents are also poorly combined with a 
dialectical approach to the complex phenomena of African reality in the 
day-to-day work, and nationalistic prejudices frequently stand in the way 
of a creative understanding of Marxism. 


The process of creating governing parties with a scientific-socialistic 
ideology in the nations on a noncapitalistic path of development is 
extremely complex and contradictory. The development and strengthening 
of all-round ties with the socialist commonwealth and with the world 
communist movement have a constructive role in this process. At the same 
time, the fact should be stressed that the social essence of the revolu- 
tionary-democratic avant-garde parties lies in the fact that they reflect 
a new stage in the ideological-political evolution of the revolutionary 
democracy, the stage of its transition to working class positions and of 
the cognitive acceptance of Marxist-Leninist theory. 
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The agents of scientific socialism's ideology in the African nations are 
the communists--members of legal or illegal communist parties; Marxists-- 
the members of societies and groups not a part of other parties, including 
revolutionary-democratic parties; Marxists functioning within the frame- 
work of revolutionary-democratic parties, and in certain cases, holding 
power; and members of the revolutionary democracy who have assimilated 
scientific-socialistic ideology in the process of demarcation of forces 
within its ranks as a result of prolonged evolution occurring during the 
liberation struggle, as well as through political training. 





In nations with a socialist orientation, which lack an independent workers’ 


movement and communist parties, the process of uniting scientific social- 
ism with the workers‘ and the national-liberation movements occurs in two 
stages. 


The first is that stage during which the workers become cognizant of the 
principles of scientific socialism mainly through the work of revolu- 
tionary-democratic parties which adopt and apply the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism to one extent or another. 


The second stage begins during the process of further convergence of the 
revolutionary democrats with the positions of the working class and their 
assimilation of the principles of scientific socialism. As a result, 
revolutionary-democratic ideology moves considerably closer to the program 
tenets of the Marxist-Leninist parties. In the final analysis, this stage 
is linked with the transition of the revolutionary-democratic party to the 
positions of Marxism-Leninism, to its transformation into a party of the 
avant-garde of the working class and the laboring peasantry, or to the 
independent emergence of a Marxist-Leninist party. Naturally, it is 
difficult to foresee all of the possible variations. 


The combining of scientific socialist with the national-liberation move- 
ment is accomplished not only by means of educational work but also 
through the practical implementation of individual principles and concepts 
of scientific socialism. The social impact of the principles upheld by 
the October Revolution lies therein. 


The process of combining scientific socialism with the social activity of 
the workers is most effective and far-reaching in nations with a socialist 
orientation. In those nations, the theory of scientific socialism is 
linked closely and in an organized manner with the revolutionary struggle 
and the creative labor of the people. The fact should also be pointed out 
that the dissemination of scientific socialism in African society is not 
the result of a high level of economic, social and cultural development, 
and certain principles of scientific socialism are frequently simplified 
as a result. 
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New objective and subjective preconditions for combining scientific 
socialism with the practical activity of the popular masses are created 
and become firmly established in the course of noncapitalist development, 
and the formation of a scientific outlook occurs as a binary process of 
theoretical assimilation of Marxist concepts and practical struggle to 
implement then. 


B. N. Ponomarev noted that “a trend toward the combining of the advanced 
guard of the national-liberation movement with scientific socialism is 
becoming more and more apparent. And this is creating additional pre- 
conditions for the gradual transition of a number of states which have 
grown out of this movement to the accomplishment of socialist reforms."29 


"The proclaiming of socialism as the guiding principle of our revolution," 
stated Mengistu Haile-Mariam, chairman of Ethiopia's Provisional Military 
Administrative Council, "has created conditions conducive to the dissemi- 
nation and the study of scientific socialism. This has contributed to 
the translation of Marxist-Leninist literature into our languages and has 
thereby helped to raise the political awareness of the people."21 


The purpose of ideological-indoctrinational work is to develop 
revolutionary-democratic ideology as the dominant system of views in 
African society and to liberate the broad popular masses from tribal 
prejudices and traditional ways of thinking. This process involves 
conflict, however, since the new concepts, although corresponding to the 
social feelings of the working masses, are in conflict with their 
established views and social experience. 


A specific feature of the dissemination of scientific socialism in Angola, 
Benin, the Congo, Mozambique, Ethiopia and other nations lies in the fact 
that it is performed by ruling groups, who have proclaimed the ideology 

of Marxism-Leninism as the ideological foundation of their policy and 
regard it as an extremely important subjective factor in the nation's 
forward movement along the path of socialist orientation. 


Political work among the masses is an important area of the work of the 
ruling revolutionary-democratic parties, which are attempting to expand 
and strengthen the social-class base of their new political power. 


Ideological work is based upon the creation of a new individual through 
indcctrination, the development of an individual with high ideals of 
citizenship and revolutionary patriotism. The program of the Popular 
Revolutionary Party of Benin, for example, sets the task of forming 

"a new type of Benin citizen, a patriot for his homeland, an interna- 
tionalist, a worker and a socialist." 


The selection of socialism makes it possible to conduct effective 
ideological work, based upon achievements in the socioeconomic area. 
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Noncapitalistic development means involving the broadest possible popular 
masses in the process of social and economic reform. The goals and the 
policy of the revolution become those of all the workers, and they there- 
fore participate more actively in the performance of power functions. 


The revolutionary democrats understand that the success of the revolu- 
tionary reforms depends upon the people's activity and awareness and their 
participation in the national development process. In practice, however, 
this extremely important principle is being implemented slowly and with 
great difficulty. One of the reasons lies in the cultural backwardness 
of the population. Eradicating ignorance, spreading literacy, raising 
the public's awareness and familiarizing them with political life is a 
lengthy process requiring great efforts on the part of state and public 
organizations. 


"The new revolutionary ethic should permeate all day-to-day life," the 
Charter of the Malagasy Socialist Revolution states, “because revolution 
is a day-to-day battle of the entire society both on the personal, family, 
citizen and professional level and on the general-national, Malagasy level. 
This requires, among other things, a revolution in the consciousness and 

a linkage of theory and reality, words and deeds, government action and 
the affairs of the people--in short, an interrelation and the unity of 

all the nation's viable forces striving for a common goal, that of creating 
a new Malagasy man, creating a happier society under the leadership of the 
urban and rural working masses. We realize that the struggle will be 
difficult and will demand sacrifice. The fact is obvious that this path 
will be filled with obstacles." Bourgeois propaganda distorts the goals 
and methods of the revolution and deliberately frightens the people with 
the difficulties involved in implementing the revolutionary ideals, ideals 
which are admittedly impossible of realization without a persistent and 
selfless struggle. 


The popularization of Marxist-Leninist principles is taking place in a 
situation of acute ideological struggle against bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois ideology and psychology. 


In many nations with a socialist orientation, a system has been developed 
for the political education of the masses at all levels and for all classes 
of society. 


The popularizing of Marxist-Leninist concepts includes the following: 
Introducing Marxist-Leninist theory in the training programs of secondary 


schools and VUZ's and the political education systems for members of the 
party and the national army; 


Creating party schools for the training of party functionaries, who take a 
course in Marxist-Leninist theory; 





Training party and state cadres through the educational institutions of 
socialist nations; 


Using ideological cadres from the Marxist-Leninist parties; 


Explaining the principles of scientific socialism by means of the mass 
media (the press, radio and television) and conducting agitation and 
propaganda work among various segments of the population; 


Disseminating Marxist-Leninist literature and the works of progressive 
authors. 


The dissemination of scientific socialism encounters strong resistance 
created by religious-communal and nationalistic views. One must not 
underestimate the need to overcome archaic and religious-nationalistic 
prejudices. This process will take a long time and its deveiopment will 
be complex and involve conflict. Some attempt to apply scientific 
socialism from nationalistic and religious positions, do not understand 
the meaning of Marxist-Leninist ideology and have a primitive concept of 
socialism. 


The policy of restricting the exploitative elements and eliminating 
colonial institutions is depriving religious-tribal and bourgeois ideology 
of active proponents and agents, and the social basis for these views is 
gradually eroding. This process will progress more successfully as a 
national working class and a revolutionary intelligentsia are formed. 


Socialist concepts are penetrating ever deeper into the social and 
political life of the African peoples. They have an organizing, mobilizing 
and transforming effect and are employed to provide the material strength 
and develop the creative abilities of the people and liberate them from 

the influence of bourgeois ideology, spiritual oppression, colonialism, 
which has outlived its age, and tribal, communal and religious prejudices. 


Modern vanguards of the revolutionary democracy constitute a growing 
progressive force. The most consistent members attempt to develop the 
Marxist elements of their ideological and political platform, altering 

the balance of nationalism and socialism in favor of the latter. The 

tasks at the contemporary stage of the national-democratic revolution 
demand participation in its leadership by those forces which resolutely 
uphold anticapitalist positions, rely upon the broad masses of workers 

and upon the political and professional organizations of the working class, 
relentlessly counteract anticommunism and anti-Sovietism, and proceed 
boldly toward cooperation with the communist’ and Marxists of all nations. 


"The communists support the revolutionary democracy in every way," it was 
officially stated at the Conference of Communist and Workers’ Parties of 
Tropic and South African Nations. “They support the progressive aspects 
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of its actions, accepting the fact that neither the revolutionary 
democracy nor the communists have a monopoly on revolution, or a monopoly 
on democracy or a monopoly on socialism. Both have a great duty and 
responsibility to serve the people jointly and honestly and to defend the 
interests of their nation, the interests of the workers, the peasants and 
all working people."23 


The communists and the revolutionary democrats have already come together 
on a large number of issues, and this ideological process is building. 
This is a new phenomenon, which deserves to be thoroughly developed since, 
in general, the revolutionary democracy is an ideological ally of the 
communists. The final convergence of the revolutionary democracy with the 
communists, to the point of complete equation of strategy and tactics, 
will only be possible with the revolutionary democracy‘s total adoption 

of the working class’ positions on both the national and the international 
levels. 
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REG IONAL 


GRISHKYAVICHUS ON IDEOLOGICAL CADRES’ WORK 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 3 Jan 80 p 2 


[Article by P. Grishkyavichus, first secretary of the Central Committe 
of the Communist Party of Lithuania: “Train Ideological Cadres with 
Great Care"] 


[Text] Three years ago the Central Committee of the Communist Party 

of Lithuania considered the question of how the political indoctrination 
work and the seclection and training of ideological personnel was being 
carried out in the party organization of the Ionavskiy Rayon. There 
were certain successes here. However, the omissions, alas, were gaining 
the upper hand, It was revealed, for example, that in the party raykom 
only employees of the department of propaganda and agitation were working 
on training problems, At certain primary party organizations, such as 
those in the Neris and Zhalyiris kolkhoz‘s and the rayon division 

of Litsel*khoztekhnika and others, the past experience of ideological 
wrk was seldom analyzed and was weakly linked to economic affairs. 


The Ionava comrades drew serious conclusions from the criticism: 

they shifted the personnel involved in ideological-indoctrination work 
and they gave careful thought to the system of instruction. A department 
of the University of Marxism-Leninism was opened in the rayon center; 
theoretical and scientific-practical conferences began to be held on a 
regular basis, as were individual political days. 


And the results let themselves be known, The work in the primary party 
organizations and the labor collectives revived, and the cultural life 
became more interesting and meaningful. The generally known truth 

about the the close relationship between ideological and economic work 
was confirmed: a rayon which had previously been backward received 

the republic’s floating red banners for high indicators in animal 
husbandry and field cultivation achieved in the first quarters of last 
year. The achievements of the workers in the industrial region were 
quite good, 
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Experience shows that success comes only with a clear, well-thought out 
distribution of forces, with daily concern shown for the personnel. 

This is the conclusion which is invariably reached by the republic's 
communists as theyworkto implement the decree of the CPSU Central Committee 
“Concerning Further Improvement in the Ideological, Political Indoc- 
trination Work” and to interpret the materials of the All-Union Conference 
of Ideological Workers, which took place in October of last year. 


When we talk about ideological personnel, it should not be forgotten 

that this is an extremely broad concept. In addition to party workers 

and the directors of ideological institutions, it also includes teachers 
of various kinds; journalists; members of other creative unions; activists 
of the local soviets, trade unions and Komsomol organs and of the Society 
of Knowledge, as well as those who perform cultural~education work. There 
is also the army made up of many thousands of propagandists, agitators, 
political information officers and lecturers. They have the same goals, 
but the specific features of their work are different. This means that 
different methods are required. A rich arsenal of media for communicaticn 
with people is necessary, and it is essential to continuously renew it 

in accordance with the requirements of life. Taking this into account, 
the republic's party organization created and strengthened over the 

course of many years a system for training people who work on the ideo- 
logical front. In this we have been greatly helped by the experience 
accumulated in the implementation of the well known decree of the CPSU 
Central Committee "Concerning the Work of Selecting and Indoctrinating 
Ideological Personnel in the Party Organization of Belorussia.” 





What has already been done? In training and retraining workers of the 
party committees we make active use of our traditional bases: the Academy 
oi Social Sciences, the Leningrad and Vilnius higher party schools. The 
ideological aktiv receives planned instruction at the University of 
Marxism-Leninsm of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Lithuania, which is constantly expanding its activities; it is 

opening branches and departments in the cities and rayon centers 

of the republic. Departments have been opened here for high officials 

of ministries and departments and for the creative intelligentsia, 

as well as for teachers. 


Every year more young, energetic workers, who, as a rule, have higher 
party education, enter the propaganda and agitation divisions and the 
political education units of the party organs. They have sufficient 
knowledge, but lack practical skills. In this area many of them find 
it helpful to complete an internship in the apparatus of the republic's 
communist party. The interns study intensively the problems which are 
being solved in the various sectorss they are included in the work 

of preparing questions for the sessions of the buro, the secretariat 
and the divisions of the Central Committee, and they carry out other 
assignments as well. People’s moral qualities and work capabilities 
are revealed, as are opportunities to advance to more responsible work, 
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For example, V. Adamonis, an instructor at the Shal*chininkskiy Raykom 
of the party, gave a very good account of himself during his internship 
with the Central Committee. Soon after, he was entrusted with the job 
of heading the department of propaganda and agitation in his home rayon, 
The young communist has completely justified the trust placed in him, 


Theoretical, methodological and scientific-practical conferences are 
becoming a more and more common form of study, and they are attracting 
scientific and ideological institutions not only from our republic but also 
from Moscow, Leningrad and other cities in the country to participate 

in them. We devote a great deal of attention to meetings between ideo- 
logical workers and the heroes, active participants and witnesses 

of the major events in the life of our socialist Homeland, as well as 
with eminent cultural figures. Their living word and rich experience 
supplements the theoretical knowledge and informational material; 

this is exceptionally important in the work of propagandists and agita- 
tors oe 


The decree of the CC CPSU made it mandatory for the party committees to 
persistently improve the system of political and economic studies, 

and the mass political work which is carried out in the collectives and 

at the place of residence. It should be noted that in recent months the 
republic's party organization has carried out definite work in this regard. 
Here, too, the centralproblem is the distribution and level of propaganda 
personnel, 


In this connection I will cite several examples. At the plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Lithuania (CPL) critical 
comments were directed to the Kapsukkskiy Gorkom, the Kretingskiy, 
Shirvintskiy, Kel‘meskiy and certain others raykoms of the party. 

it was noted, in particular, that not all the leading employees of 
these rayons have been actively participating in propaganda activities; 
in some places a formal, pedantic attitude toward learning has not 

yet been overcome, 


The buro of the Kretingskiy Raykom of the party energetically discussed 

the critical comments and the results of the previous academic year in the 
system of political studies, Analysis showed that the poor arrangement 
of personnel was the main cause for many of the inadequacies. For 

example, S. Petreykis worked as a propagandist in the Darbenay Kolkhoz, 

He is good man who tries hard, but with only a secondary education he 

could not satisfy his better-read listeners. Now the political school 

is headed by A. Kazhukauskas, deputy chairman of the kolkhoz, who not 

only has attended the higher party school, but also has many years 

of experience in ideol»eical work. Propagandists and political information 
officers have also been replaced in other organizations for similar reasons, 
Re-evaluation of propagandists has played a positive role. A monitoring 
system has been worked out for the raykom; members of the buro, department 
heads and other raykom workers visit the classes given by all propaga- 
gandists, with the visits made according to a schedule, 


47 





In Shirvintskiy Rayon, officials have taken into account the 

fact that propagandists in a number of organizations still lack experience, 
and they have established focal points for the various kinds of studies, 
For example, the leaders of Komsomol political education groups will 

go to the Vindeykyay Kolkhoz for experience, from the school for the 
fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism people will go to the Bartkushkis Sovkhoz. 
Those from the theoretical seminars will go the the Musninskaya Secondary 
School, and those from the political schools will go to the Vitsyunay 
Sovkhoz. 





Unfortunately, the Kapsukskiy Gorkom of the party was not able to 
provide the necessary unity of economic and ideological work. The 
reason is the same--a weakening of the attention given to the qualitative 
composition of the personnel. In choosing people to lead study groups 
and for political indoctrination work in general, poor use is made here 
of the large local intelligentsia, which includes employees of academic, 
cultural-educational institutions, health care workers and specialists 
in the national economy. The gorkom is not directing the economically 
strong kolkhoz‘s toward the creation of modern cultural centers in the 
villages. All this is reflected in the end on the economic results. 
Recently the Central Committee of the republic's communist party once 
again returned to an analysis of the state of affairs in Kapsukskiy 
Rayon. Ways to improve matters were outlined, and clear deadlines 

for the correction of misktakes were established, 


A great deal in the indoctrination of people, as is well known, depends-- 
and this was noted with new force at the All-Union Conference of Ideological 
Workers--on the economic leaders, who are responsible not only for produc- 
tion indicators, but also for the moral-political climate of the collectives 
entrusted to them, The republic's party organization has developed quite 

a few workers who combine harmoniously efficiency and communist principles, 
while paying attention to the interests and needs of every person. I 

would name P. Noreyka, director of the Lituanian GRES imeni V.I. Lenin, 

who is also a Hero of Socialist Labor. I would also cite P. Kelyuotis, 
director of the Kaunas Silk Combine, V. Navitskas, director of the Pane vezhis 
Ekranas Plant, and A. Gedraytis, chairman of the Erishkyay Kolkhoz, as 

well as many others. It is not surprsing that things go well in these 
collectives and that their experience is imitated--with good results--by 
others. 


And, of course, the severest condemnation is merited by those in responsi- 
ble positions who tumble down the path of deceit and moral degeneration, 
What good, for example, can other directors learn from I, Rogozin, 

who is now the former director of the Ignalina Building Materials Combine? 
He squandered state resources, and accepted solid “presents” from his 
subordinates. Would there be any benefit derived from ameeting with the 
collective of the director (already the former director) of the Shyaulgyay 
Precision Machine Took Plant, G. Al‘zbutas, who engaged in various forms 

of deception? And how can I. Zhobko and V. Pilipenko, the secretaries 
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of the party organizations at these enterprises, who actually acted as 
accomplices in these violations, restore their authority? It is clear 
that in this case we have an obvious case of a breakdown in ideological 
work, and we do not have the right to accept it. 


I would like to dwell on the role which journalists and employees of 
radio, television and other mass information media play in our public 
life. Nearly all editorial offices act as patrons for the largest con- 
struction projects, and they help in the competition and work to mechanize 
manual labor, and to apply the best experience. But the criticism of 

the mass media contained in the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, 
is fully applicable to our republic as well. It is true that sometimes 
publications and broadcasts are not in line with the high educational and 
cultural level of the Soviet people, and that the news is sometimes late. 
In some publications the voice of criticism has become dulled. Of course, 
there should be no “peaceful coexistence” between our information and 
propaganda media on the one hand and bureaucracy, indifference and bad 
management, infractions of the law and violations of the norms of our 

life on the other hand. This has to be pointed out again and again at 
conferences which the Central Committee holds every quarter for top 
officials of the press, television and radio. We are also tak:ng measures 
to improve the skills of those working for the regional and municipal 
press, The republic's trade union for journalists has, for example, 
organized creative seminars. 


Recently we examined the effectiveness of informaticn, its quality on the 
pages of the newspapers, in radio and television broadcasts. A decree 

was adopted for the purpose of improving the work of the republic's 
telegraph agency, EL*TA, and of the informational departments of the 
mass propaganda organs; it was also aimed at improving the quality of 
reports. As for television programs on international issues, Central 
Television could be of more active assistance to the republic committees 
in this area, especially by providing well photographed material. 


It cannot be said that we have been successful in everything. The 
implementation of the tasks put forward by the party's Central Committee. 
requires the communists of the republic to put forth even greater effort 
and to search for further solutions. Work carried out at the place of 
residence, for example, must be decisively improved. We will be making 
serious sociological investigations of the effectiveness of communist 
indoctrination. 


It is understood that careful selection of personnel is essential: people 
must be chosen by giving consideration to their conscientiousness, political 
maturity, knowledge of the work, organizational capabilities and moral 


purity. Party spirit, a clear and cons. ‘© class position, effectiveness 
and a very close tie with life--those tasic components of success. 
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REG IONAL 


TROTSKY'S ANTIPARTY VIEWS MENTIONED IN MOLDAVIAN ANNIVERSARY ARTICLE 
Kishinev SOVETSKAYAMOLDAVIYA in Russian 19 Dec 79 p 2 


{Article by K. Stratiyevskiy, professor and doctor of historical sciences: 
“an Event of Historic Importance: On the Occasion of the 55th Anniversary 
of the First All-Moldavian Oblast Party Conference”] 


[Text] The formation of the Moldavian soviet national 
entity and the creation of the republic's 
party organization constituted an important, 
truly historic landmark in the history of the 
Moldavian people. On 12 October 1924 the 
Moldavian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic 
was formed as part of the Ukrainian SSR. 


In connection with the formation of the MASSR (Moldavian Autonomous 
Soviet Socialist Republic), a decision of the Central Committee of the 
“PU(b) (Communist Party of the Ukraine--Bolshevik) created a party 
Organizational Buro to lead the Moldavian party organization, which 

was part of the CPU(b) and the RCP(B) (Russian Communist Party-Bolshevik),. 
The party Organizational Buro carried out all the organizational-party 
work, as well as the mass political and ideological work, until a 

party conference was held to formally organize the oblast party organi- 
zation. 


In order to strengthen the party organization of the young autonomous 
republic the Central Committee of the CPU (b) adopted a decision to 

send there many Moldavian communists and other people who knew Moldavain 
and who came from from other regions of the Ukraine. As a result of all 
these measures, the Moldavian party organization had increased by December 
1924 to 700 members and party candidates, who were organized into 12 

city, 30 rural and village and four production cells. In addition, there 
were more than 300 communists in army units. The party cells held election 
and report party meetings until mid-November, and from the 16th through 
the 30th of November election and report party conferences were held 

at the rayon level. 








ne first All-Moldavian Oblast Party Conference opened on 18 December 1924 
in the city of Balta; it continued its work until 21 December. The 
delegates to the conference included 139 participants whe had a deciding 
vote and 21 who had a deliberative vote. At the opening of the conference 
the delegates rose to honor the membory of the great leader of the party 
and the people, V.I. Lenin. 


The conference approved the following agenda: 1. A report on the past 
and future of the party Organizational Buro. 2. Report on Soviet Construc- 
tion and joint reports on economic and financial construction. 3. Report 
concerning party-organizational work; 4, Report concerning propaganda- 
agitation ‘ork. 5. Report concerning cooperation, 


Questions of organizational-party and ideological work occupied a special 
place in the work of the conference. They were also discussed in the 
report on past and future work of the party Organizational Buro, presented 
by I.I. Badeyev, and in reports on the organizational-party and agitation- 
propagenda work presented by K.T. Rayevich and V.Ya. Kholostenko. While 
considering these issues through the prism of the successes which had been 
achieved in restoring the national economy and of the great tasks which 
the republic faced in socialist construction, the conference outlined 
measures to increase the role of the party organization in the entire 
life of the MASSR. 


At that time there were only 280 communists working in the villages. For 
this reason strengthening the rural party cells became one of the top- 
priority tasks. The conference permitted the party obkom to establish 
rural cells composed of RCP(b) candidate members, while sending party men- 
bers to direct their work. In order to increase the political level of 

the rural party aktiv, it was recognized as essential to organize 

Short courses as part of the party obkom‘s activities, to hold regular 
meetings for the secretaries of the cells and the party raykoms, as well as 
to hold combined courses and congresses for rural communists every 

six months. 


The conference participants analyzed the state of the agitation~propaganda 
activities of the party organization in the republic. A resolution on 
this subject emphasized that “the mastery by all members and party candi- 
dates of the fundamentals of Leninism and of the Leninist method and the 
skill to apply it theoretically and practically in all spheres of 
communist construction constitute the main task of party-indoctrination 
work.” The obkom was directed to systematically improve the leadership 
which it offered to communists in their studies and to give them constant 
assistance. In particular, it was essential to increase the amount of work 
done with propagandists and to train new propaganda cadres; it was also 
essential to supply the necessary literature on a regular basis to those 
who were attending the party lectures and to those who were leading 

party classes. 
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The conference noted that all political education work must direct its 

Main thrust against stagnation, outdated traditionsand the birthmarks 

of the old society, and especially against religious prejudices and 
superstitions. The conference considered that in the area of cultural- 
education work the main task was to increase the cultural level of the 
working people, and primarily to eradicate illiteracy among the adult popu- 
lation. It was noted that there was a need to improve the work of the 
periodic press, clubs, reading rooms, and other cultural-educational 
institutions. 





At that time questions of the ideological struggle became particularly 
acute in connection with Trotskiy‘s statements. This was taken into 
account, and as a result the conference agenda was expanded to include 
the question of Trotskiy’s antiparty statements. At a time when the 
Communist Party and the entire Soviet people were directing all their 
efforts to restore the country’s economy, the Trotskiyites were attempting 
to dislodge the party from Leninist positions. In October 1924 Trotskiv 
published an article “The Lessons of %ctober,” in which he distorted 

the history of our party.This was a naked attempt to substitute Trotskiyism 
for Leninism, It was essential to expose to the party and the people 
Trotskiy’s malicious slander. 


The delegates to the first All-Moldavian conference unmimously condemned 
Trotskiy'’s antiparty statements. In a telegram addressed to the Central 
Committee of the RCP (b) the delegates warmly greeted the Central Committee 
of the party and assured it of their full support in the struggle against 
Trotskiyism, and they promised to put forth “every effort to ensure that 
the Leninist tenets were fully and completely implemented,” 


The formation of the Moldavian ASSR brought to the fore issues of Soviet 
Construction and the economic and financial activities of the depart- 

ments and organizations, G.I. Staryy’s report on this subject, as 

well as the two joint reports and Comrade Stekol‘’s report on cooperation,» 
talked about the need to complete the formation of sectorial departments, 
about the preparations for the calling the the First All-Moldavian Congress 
of Soviets, about the holding of the next re-elections to the local soviets, 
and about the implementation of other measures aimed at improving the work 
of the soviet and economic organs. 


As a result of the kulaks' penetration of the soviets, which had occurred ina 
number of places, the October (1924) Plenum of the Central Committee 

of the RCP(b) specifically discussed the issue of the forthcoming work in 
in the villages, and it set out measures to combat the kulak influence, 
including measures to isolate the peasant of average means from the 

kulak and to strengthen the former’s ties with the poor peasant, The 
plenum required the party organizations to direct the increasing amount of 
activity carried out by the working peasants to the job of reviving the 
work of the soviets; this was “one of the primary and most acute tasks 

of the moment.” 
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In fulfillment of the decisions by the plenum of the CC RCP(b) the 
oblast party conference directed the particular attention of communists 
to the need to continue to conduct the correct policy in regard to 

the peasants of average means. "The conference emphasizes,” a resolu- 
tion said, ‘the exceptional importance of the correct approach by 

party organization and the soviet apparatus to the peasant of average 
means for the purpose of bringing him closer to certain 
organizations and in this way to neutralize the kulak influence.” 

The conference called on all party organizations to increase in every 
way possible the political activities of the masses, to improve the se- 
lection of cadres; it also called on the oblast party organization 

to be strictly guided during the elections for local and higher organs 
of power by the requirements of national policy set by our party and 

by the decrees of the 13th and 14th congresses of the RCP(b) concerning 
the need to attract the best prepared employees to the administration 
of the soviet organs. 


As a result of the expansion of the soviets* tasks in the direction 

of the economic life of the village, it was recognized to be necessary 
to carry out work to strengthen organizationally the sections of the 
rural soviets. "By drawing the broad rural masses into oviet construc- 
tion,” they were supposed “to help the soviet apparatus in the work of 
raising the economic and cultural level of the village.” The conference 
noted that the cooperatives did not include enough of the peasant 
masses, and it called for more attention to be devoted to helping 

the cooperative with seed loans and agricultural equipment, credits; 
the directing organs for the cooperatives need to be reorganized 

to bring them closer to life and to the specific conditions of the time, 


The conference chose the membership of the Moldavian Oblast Committee 

of the CPU(b), as well as the oblast control commission. The ob/.ast 
committee included G.I. Kotovskiy, G.I. Staryy, I.I. Badeyev, A.I,. Stroyev 
and other members of the revolutionary underground and active participants 
in socialist construction. At the first plenum I.I. Badeyev was elected 
secretary of the Moldavian Obkom of the CPU (b). 


Thus, the first All-Moldavian party conference completed the work of 
formally organizing the oblast party organization, and began a new 
Stage in the history of the Communist Party of Moldavia. 


By determining the tasks which faced the oblast in party, soviet and 
economic construction in the republic, the conference played an enormous 
role in mobilizing the communists and all working people of the republic 
to fulfill the tasks of socialist construction. 


Fifty-five years have passed since those December days of 1924, Under 
the leadership of the Communist Party and with the fraternal assistance 
of the peoples of the USSR, the Moldavian people in these years traveled 
an enormous and glorious path through the achievement of remarkable 
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successes in socialist and communist construction, The Communist Party 
of Moldavia, one of the fighting detachments of the CPSU, has grown in 
numbers and become stronger ideologically. The path traveled by the 
Communist Party of Moldavia and the Moldavian people, like the path 

of all the peoples united in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
convincingly confirms the wisdom of the Leninist national policy and 
the great vital strength of genuine socialist internationalism. “This 
path,” emphasizes Comrade L.I. Brezhnev, “is proven, it is reliable, 
and we shall move along it to new achievements, to new gains in 
communist construction.” 
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REG IONAL 


BOOK ON ROMANIAN REPRESSION IN BESSARABIA REVIEWED 
Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 11 Dec 79 p 3 


{Review by Ya. Kopanskiy, doctor of historical sciences, of the book 
“Politika terrora i grabezha v Bessarabii 1918-1920" by V.N. Lungu, 
Kartya Moldovenyaske, Kishinev, 19797 


/Text] The occupation of Bessarabia by the Rumanian Royal Army 
in 1918 was, as is well known, naked agression against 
the young Soviet state; it was an act of gross violence 
against the will of the Moldavian people, and against 
all the working population of the area. The Rumanian 
militarists acted as the shock troops of international 
imperialism, which was attempting through the export 
of armed counterrevolution to strangle Soviet power, 
to restore the bourgeois-large landowning order in 
our country, and to weaken the reovlutionary influence 
of Great October on the entire world, 


The regime established by the Rumanian oligarchy in the 
occupied area went down in history under the name of 
"the Bessarabian system"; it became a synonym for 
unbridled white terror. Many of the crimes committed 
by the aggressors in the area between the Prut and the 
Dnestr even at that time became well known to the 
broad public and prompted righteous indignation far 
beyond the borders of our Homeland, 


Nonetheless, even today attempts are made abroad to 
portray the violent occupation of Bessarabia as an 
act of annexation “by free will" of this area to 
royal Rumania. 


Moreover, the occupation of Bessarabia, according to the 
falsifiers, marked the beginning of an era of "freedom" 

“national renaissance,” “prosperity,” and “well-being.” 

A description of the kind of “freedom” and of the 
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supposed “propsperity” and “well-being” which the inter- 
ventionists brought with their bayonets is provided by 

a recently published book edited by A.S. Yesaulenko and 

written by V.N. Lungu “The Policy of Terror and Plunder 

in Bessarabia. 


Having reminded us of what the bloody farce of Bessarabia annexation 

"by free will” to Rumania represented, the author makes broad use of 
research by Soviet historical science, including facts and figures 

which he discovered in archives, the periodic press and in other 
publications which had become bibliographic rarities, to reconstruct 

a sinister picture of the situation in Bessarabia in the years 1918-1920. 


There were ruthless repressions against the workers, peasants, the 
progressive intelligentsia and the patriotically-inclined representatives 
of the middle strata, all of who had bravely defeneded the area against 
the invasion of the interventionists. "The occupation troops,” 
writes the author, “advanced into the heart of Bessarabia, stepping 

over the bodies of the best sons and daughters of the Moldavian people, 
mercilessly killing workers and peasants and enslaving the area by 

means of the bayonet and the noose. Before the reader pass pictures of 
the mass shootings in Ungeny, Leovo, Kaushany, Izmail, Tarakliya, 
Purkary, the tragedy of the “Black Fence™ in Bendery, the excesses 
committed in Kishinev and Bel‘tsy by those who had come on this 

punitive expedition. 


The book shows convincingly how the lawlessness and white terror, 

which accompanied the defeat of the soviets, the peasant land committees, 
and the elimination of all the political and social gains of the working 
people of Soviet Bessarabia, became the foundation for the occupation 
regime established in the land. The author follows the formational 
process of the apparatus of violence, which was made up of members 

of the occupation army, the police, the gendarmerie, and he reminds 

us of the bloody crimes which they committed, 


Mass arrests, torture reminiscent of the Middle Ages, military field 
trials, which were subsequently replaced by military tribunals, 

the gloomy casemates of the royal prisons, murders “during attempts 

to escape".... The reader sees with his own eyes how the sadly well- 
known “Bessarabian system” was formed. And today it is impossible 

to read without shuddering the testimony of the white terror victims 
which is cited in the book. The author draws a completely legitimate 
conclusion that “the political terror in the occupied lands acquired 
monstro.1s proportions and forms," 





* V.N. Lungu, “Politika terrora i grabezha v Bessarabii. 1918-1920 
{The Policy of Terror and Plunder in Bessarabia, 1918-1920/, 
Kartya Moldovenyaske, Kishinev, 1979. 
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The book describes the bureaucratic apparatus of the occupiers, an 
apparatus which was recruited beyond the Prut and overcome with a 
passion for gain; the author points out its greed and cruelty, 

and reveals the corruption which was eating away at it. All this was 
multiplied by the great-power chauvinist arrogance of the Rumanianizers. 
This was embodied in the practices which were described by S.M. Kirov, 
speaking at athe First All-Union Congress of the Soviets on 30 December 
1922. “The main tenets of the occupation regime in Bessarabia,” he said, 
“are oppression, humilitation, national persecution.” It is not only 
the numerous facts, figures and statements expressed by the revolu- 
tionary and progressive press, but also the forced admissions 

by those whom it is - difficult to suspect of exaggeration which leave 
an impression, 


A significant amount of space in the book is devoted to the reve- 
lation of the policy of plunder which was unleashed by the aggressors 

in Bessarabia and which became an integral part of the occupation regime. 
On the basis of numerous data, a significant amount of which was be- 
coming widely know’for the first time, the author shows how the 
unbridled robbery of the laboring population of the land began in 

the very first months of the occupation, Having overcome the resistance 
of the masses by armed force, the occupiers deprived the peasants of 
most of the land, which they had obtained as a result of the implementation 
of the Leninist decree on land. The book exposes the anti-popular 
essence of the so-called agrarian “reform,” by means of which the 

ruling classes of royal Rumania were attempting to legitimize this 
plunder. One of the most successful sections of the book is the 

essay on the agaraian “reform,” which is correctly interpreted as 

a counterreform, the result of a shameless deal between the occupiers 
and the local exploiters at the expense of the interests of the 

peasant masses, 


This is the first time in historical literature that an author 

dwells in such detail on the enormous material damage which was 
inflicted on the Soviet country by royal Rumania’s appropriation 
of Russian state property. 


The book reveals the ignominious role of the local bourgeois 
nationalist counterrevolution, the perfidious essence of “Sfatul 
Tseriy,” by means of which the Rumanian oligarchy at first attempted 
to pull the veil over the aims of the seizure of Bessarabia and 
subsequently carried out the annexation of the area. The author 
exposes the servility of the local reaction towards the occupiers 
in their Rumanianizing policy; he also exposes the complicity of 
the traitors in the implementation of the terror and the plunder. 


V.N. Lungu’s book reminds us that there are no crimes which the 
imperialist bourgeoisie is not capable of committing on behalf of its 
mercenary class and chauvinistic interests. At the same time it 
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provides evidence that the white terror, no matter how bestial it was, 
was not able to stop the forward march of history. One cannot help 

but agree with the author when he writes that “the system of terror and 
repressions led to results which were opposite to those which the Ruman- 
ian oligarchy had expected.” The policy of terror, like the policy of 
plunder, strengthened the hatred of the popular masses toward the 
eccupiers. It helped to awaken the revolutionary consciousness 

of the people, and it helped to arouse them to the liberation struggle. 





Having noted the major landmarks of the revolutionary-liberation movement, 
and the great heroism of the fighting masses, the author g0es on to show 
the cruelty with which the occupiers suppressed the revolutionary struggle 
and the inhuman repressions which they inflicted on the underground 
communist movement of Bessarabia--the organizer and vanguard of the 
struggle for reunification with the Soviet Homeland. The merciless 
reprisals against the participants of the Khotinskoye Trebellion, 

the bestial suppression of the Bendera uprising, the punitive expe- 
ditions through the undubdued villages of Bessarabia make up one 

of the bloodiest pages of the history of the white terror. 


The excesses of the occupiers aroused the indigation of the Soviet 
people, and drew sharp protests from the Soviet government and the con- 
demnation of the progressive forces of other countries, including 
those in Rumania. 


V.N. Lungu’s book, which sets out the truth about the real position in 
occupied Bessarabia contributes not only to a deeper and fuller 
treatment of the history of Moldavia in those years which were so 
tragic for the working people of Bessarabia but it also contributes 

to the exposure of the falsifiers of history, who attempt to whitewash 
the occupation regime, and it makes a contribution ta the struggle-- 
which is growing more acute--against bourgeois and revisionist ideology 
and propaganda. 


Ar.d although not all the issues raised by the author are given an 
equal measure of attention and although there are certain repetitions, 
this does not diminish the significance of the work as a whole, 

The book will undoubtedly be greeted with interest by the broad 
reading public. 
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